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Unit 3: Are we nothing but the parts we
 are made of?


Lesson 4: Pupil Work Sheet 1

Are we all brain?

Some scientists say: 

‘The mind is nothing but electrical patterns lighting up pathways in our brain and causing us to have thoughts.’

Other scientists say, 

 ‘The mind is just like computer software running in the brain, following coded patterns of instructions’.

It is true that electrical patterns are formed in the brain as we think. But perhaps the thoughts cause the electrical show, not the other way round.

And you could say that the brain is very good at storing information, rather like a computer programme. But how would that account for when we ‘change our mind’?  - programmes don’t do that. Could a mind be more than a brain?

So – are we all brain or do we have minds?

What could make the human ‘mind’ something more than the physical brain?

Or are we nothing but flesh and blood computers?

Do we think like a computer?

Sort these phrases.  Decide which go into the ‘like a computer’ column and which go into the ‘not like a computer’ column.

	
	Like a computer
	Not like a computer

	1.  MAKES DECISIONS
	
	

	2.  RECEIVES INFORMATION
	
	

	3.  LEARNS FROM THE SENSES
	
	

	4.  WORKS OUT CODES
	
	

	5.  STORES INFORMATION
	
	

	6.  LOOKS FORWARD TO THINGS
	
	

	7.  PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
	
	

	8.  CHANGES ITS MIND
	
	

	9.  FEELS EMOTIONS
	
	

	10. REGISTERS PAIN
	
	

	11. FORGETS THINGS
	
	

	12. MAKES LINKS BETWEEN IDEAS
	
	

	13. KNOWS RIGHT FROM WRONG
	
	


Can you add anything else to the lists?
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Are we all brain?

Which do you think are the most important differences?

Write your answer here

We say that humans are CONSCIOUS because we know what we are thinking, doing, remembering and feeling and can reflect on all of this.

Is a computer conscious of what it is doing? Can you give a reason for your reply?

Write your answer here

Did completing the chart help to make your thinking clearer? How else could we have charted our ideas? Which way works best for you?

Write your answer here
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