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Unit 3:  Are we nothing but the parts we are made of?


Lesson 2 of 4: The Whole Picture?

Objective of the lesson

To consider whether, in order to see the whole and not just the parts, we need to have an idea of purpose or intention.

Lesson outcomes

Most pupils will:

· Identify the parts of a variety of objects and describe the objects’ purposes
· Recognise that to see the ‘whole picture’, it is important to have an idea of purpose
· Use the key words purpose, parts and whole with increasing accuracy
Some will only:

· Identify some parts of given objects and say what the objects are used for
· Use the words parts, whole and purpose with increasing understanding
Others will:

· Understand that the unfamiliar may be described in terms of its parts but that it is difficult to see the ‘whole’ without referring to purpose
· Accurately understand and use the words purpose, parts and whole
Key words for this lesson

purpose       parts               whole       

Lesson Outcomes (Pupil friendly) 

By the end of this lesson I will be able to ….say what something is made of and what its purpose might be and explain why to see the ‘whole picture’ you need to know its purpose.

Resources needed to teach this lesson

1. An oil painting – original if possible, but otherwise one showing bold clear brushstrokes, such as work by Van Gogh or by the Canadian Group of Seven. See www.mcmichael.com for Canadian landscapes and www.art.com Vincent Van Gogh Gallery for work including Sunflowers and Starry Night.
2. Art materials and equipment; shoe, toy car, tennis racquet (or substitutes)

3. Pupil Resource Sheet 1

4. Pupil Work Sheet 2

In the following lesson plan, information for the teacher is given in italic text. Suggestions for the teacher to address pupils directly are given in normal text.

Introduction / Starter activity / first thoughts

Look at the picture your teacher is showing you.

 (An original oil painting is ideal here - otherwise show something that has visibly thick, bold brushstrokes, like Van Gogh’s Sunflowers or the work of the Canadian Group of Seven.)

You can use an on-line search such as www.google.co.uk and look in the Images part of the search or you could use a child’s picture.

What tools and materials did the artist use to create this picture?

 (Teacher may like to hold up brushes, palette, oil paint tubes and canvas if available, as prompts.)

Look closely and you can see the brushstrokes.

What other media do artists often use to create their work?

 (Teacher may hold up pastels, charcoal, pencil, crayon etc as prompts.)

Main activities

Activity 1

In Activity 1 pupils create a picture and ‘see’ it in different ways, as follows:

You are going to have 5 minutes to create your own picture using only one of these media: pastel, charcoal, pencil, crayon, paint, felt/gel pen. Use the picture you have been shown for your ideas.  Paper should be provided.

In this activity, what you are doing is more important than the finished result.

Allow 5 minutes and then stop the activity.

Hold up a sample of work and describe it. For example:-

· This is a sheet of paper with drying paint on it

· This is a sheet of paper with red, blue and green crayon marks on it

· This is a sheet of paper with smudged charcoal lines on it

· This sheet of paper is full of pencil lines, some long, some short, some curved, some straight, some thick, some thin

Discuss:

Am I right?

Well, I’m not wrong am I?

Is there any other way to describe what I’m holding up?

(It is a picture of…)

Can you think of a difference between the two ways of describing the pictures?

Activity 2

In Activity 2 using the Pupil/Teacher Resource Excs and Wei [Resource 1] pupils read or listen to a story and discuss its meaning, including exploring the ideas contained in the highlighted area at the end.

This is followed by Pupil Worksheet Why Paint? [Worksheet 1], where pupils complete two short written activities.

The first activity involves identifying a range of reasons why people apply paint to canvas, and matching people to purposes. 

The second activity involves comparing two pictures created by a toddler.

Her creation of the first picture involves pure paint daubing. Perhaps she is a few months older when creating the second picture. This time she identifies it as a house, although it looks little different from the first picture.

Pupils should attempt to explain in writing what makes the two pictures different, using the word purpose. All pupils should be able to identify the picture which has no meaningful ‘whole picture’ to see.

Some pupils will be able to explain why the fact that the toddler says ‘This is my house’ suddenly helps us to see the whole picture.

Pupils should share their written responses.

Plenary / last thoughts

Pupils should identify the parts from which some familiar objects (such as a shoe, toy car and tennis racquet) are made and the purpose of the objects (why they have been made).

Quickly draw for pupils a shape made at random from some geometric shapes. It should not look like a familiar object. Call your shape an EPOSH EOG.

Pupils should describe its parts. They should be able to explain that it is hard to see ‘the whole picture’ because they do not know the purpose for which it was made. They should be able to identify with the confusion of Excs and Wei in Resource 1.

Most pupils should be able to make links between knowing something’s purpose and seeing it as a whole and understanding it.

1. 
Look at the shoe, the toy car and the tennis racquet which your teacher is showing you.

Discuss:

What parts is each object made of?

What is the PURPOSE of each object?

2. 
Here is an EPOSH EOG. Draw some geometric shapes e.g. triangle, square, circle and pentagon joined together randomly.
What parts is it made up of? (triangle, square, circle, pentagon)

Why is it hard to see ‘the whole picture’?

Do you think you are feeling a bit like Excs and Wei felt when they were given the painting by Jemima?

3. Do you agree or disagree with this statement?

You need to know the PURPOSE of an object before you can get to see the whole of it and understand it.

Differentiation / Extension

Less able pupils may give oral instead of written responses on Pupil Worksheet 1 or complete one whole-group set of answers.

They may like to draw their own EPOSH EOG from given 2D shapes and describe its purpose in the plenary.

Pupils may be given the opportunity to look at examples from an abstract art movement such as Cubism, or from the work of a particular artist such as Picasso.

They could reflect on how the title of an abstract work of art helps us to see the intention or purpose of the artist and to interpret the work as a meaningful whole.

Assessment

All pupils should show in the plenary that they can identify the parts of a variety of objects and also the purpose of each object. They should be able to say whether they agree or disagree with a statement and some will be able to support this with a reasoned explanation. All should show increasing understanding of the key words ‘parts’, ‘whole’ and ‘purpose’ throughout the lesson.

Notes to teacher

This lesson builds on the previous lesson where pupils identified the meaning of ‘the whole is the sum of its parts’, and the usefulness of reductionist procedures in science, breaking down complex wholes into simple parts. Pupils should therefore have completed Lesson 1.

In this lesson pupils consider inverse procedures to the above. How, when given the parts, do we build up a picture of the meaningful whole? They are encouraged to consider whether, in order to see the whole ‘picture’ it is necessary to take purpose and intention into account. They reflect on whether early learning experiences are also important. We concentrate on artistic representation.

In the Introduction pupils study a work of art (an oil painting) and think about what it is made of.

In Activity 1 pupils create their own picture within 5 minutes using a variety of media and the teacher describes samples of their work in terms of the materials they are made of. Pupils then offer an alternative description.

In Activity 2 pupils read or have read to them the story, ‘Excs and Wei’ which explores the importance of prior experiences to understanding ‘whole’ pictures.

The story is loosely based on an account of an African people who, due to lack of contact with the larger world, and no immediate experiences or history of 2D representation, were unable to ‘see’ a picture of a dog although they had many dogs around them, or see themselves in a photograph. They saw only lines.

This activity links well to Unit 1: ‘How do we know about the world around us?’ Prior experiences help us to know or work out purpose and intention.

Pupils are then given Pupil Worksheet 1 where they complete a matching activity and describe the difference between two pictures using the word ‘purpose’.

In the Plenary pupils look at 3 familiar objects, and describe them in terms of parts and purpose. They then look at something unfamiliar and find they can describe it in terms of its parts but not in terms of purpose and find it difficult to envisage the ‘whole’. 

Duration  
1 hour 10 minutes. If preferred the mixed media art activity may be completed before the beginning of the lesson and then longer time may be allocated to it and a shorter time to the lesson.

Year Group
Primarily Years 3 and 4 but may be adapted for Years 5 and 6 whose teachers wish to work through the unit.

Prev. Knowledge (pupils)
Some experience of different art styles including abstract art

Cross Curricular Links
Speaking and listening


Foundation subjects - art


Critical thinking


Creativity

Science and Religion in Schools
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