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Unit 9: Are you an Alien?


Lesson 4: Pupil Teacher Resource Sheet

The Wounded Swan
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Narrator: 
One day the boy Gautama was out in the Palace gardens.

Gautama:
Everything is so peaceful and beautiful here.

Narrator: 
Suddenly a swan fell from the air above him and landed on the grass close by with a thud.

Gautama: 
Oh no! What has happened to you? What is this? An arrow! Someone has shot you down! Let me pull out the arrow gently and stroke you.

Narrator: 
Gautama had a nasty cousin called Devadatta who also lived at the Palace. He came running up, holding a bow in his hand.

Devadatta:
The swan is mine. I shot her down. Give her to me!

Gautama: 
No! You will not harm her anymore.

Narrator: 
They argued and neither side would give way. In the end they decided to ask a wise judge who lived at the Palace to decide.

The Judge listened to both of them carefully.

Judge: 
It is better to give life than to take it. The swan must be yours, Gautama.

Narrator: 
So Gautama was free to look after the swan and make her better. In a few days she could fly again and he let her free.
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