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Unit 8: Earthworms and Darwin


Lesson 3: Pupil Resource Sheet 2

Keeping the atmosphere “just right”

Here are 3 planets in our solar system
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Why are there animals, plants and trees on Earth
 – but not on Mars or Venus?


The Earth is not too hot, nor too cold. 
Its temperature is ‘just right’.

It doesn’t get too hot in the day, nor too cold at night. 

That is because Earth is protected by an ATMOSPHERE, a thin 

blanket of air wrapped around the earth, protecting you and me and all

living things.

If the atmosphere changes even just a little bit, then the temperature on earth goes up or down and there are changes in the weather.
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Questions

What could happen to farm crops if the temperature went up just 10° from normal? (if it got just a bit hotter all year round?)

What could happen if too much rain starts to fall?

What could happen if not enough rain falls?

Scientists know that Earth’s atmosphere is changing. 

Humans are putting too much carbon dioxide gas into the air. This comes from factories, cars and the coal, gas and oil that we burn.
This is making the atmosphere get better at trapping heat, which is making the Earth hotter.

By studying what affects temperatures on other planets, scientists are looking for clues as to how to KEEP our own atmosphere ‘just right’.

What can you and I do to help?
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