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Unit 8: Earthworms and Darwin


Lesson 1: Pupil Resource 2a

Earthworms and Darwin - Part I

Charles Darwin the famous scientist began an experiment with stones on the surface of a field when he was a young man.
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         “See this field. Nobody except me enters it.  It’s part of an 
         experiment…..I’ll cover the field with small stones.”

        “Now I’ll wait a few years and see what happens to the stones.”   
Can you think what happened?

Thirty years later:


        ““I’ll just check and see what’s happened to my field experiment…
         the stones have disappeared! They’re below the surface now, 
         just as I suspected!”

Match these questions and answers:


Questions
1. Why were the stones below the surface?

2. How does this improve the soil?

3. Why do you think Charles Darwin did this experiment?

Answers 

a) Air, water and nutrients enter the soil which makes it good for plants.

b) He wanted to test his theory about how earthworms change soils.

c) Earthworms had mixed and turned over the soil and the stones had become buried.
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