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Unit 8: Earthworms and Darwin


Lesson 1: Pupil Resource 1

Wormtalk

Characters: Ernie Earthworm and Biff Boy

Biff is gardening. He picks up an earthworm and quickly drops it again.

Biff:
Ugh!

Ernie:
Ow! Why did you just pick me up and drop me again and go ‘Ugh!?

Biff:
(looking round, amazed) Crazy! An earthworm who can talk! Alright then – I went ‘ugh!’ and dropped you because you’re slimy and you wriggled and tickled my hand – you’re yucky!

Ernie:
Well, I could call you a great flat-footed giant but I’m too polite. We earthworms know our manners.

Biff:
That’s all you do know then. I’ve got a big brain – yours must be the size of a pin-head, if you’ve got one at all.

Ernie:
I’ve got 5 hearts, so there! But anyway, your bigger brain doesn’t make you exactly useful to our planet does it?

Biff:
Are you trying to say you’re more useful than me?

Ernie:
That’s right, friend. I am. While your kind are building houses and roads and generally uglifying the planet, my kind gets on with our job. Well, it’s a way of life more than a job.

Biff:
Doing what? Wriggling around in dark tunnels?

Ernie:
Far more than that. We keep the soil in good condition, which keeps plants and trees healthy. Air comes down our tunnels from above the ground, and so does rainwater, carrying bits of leaves and minerals to where the plant roots are. This helps feed and water the plants.

Biff:
But you actually eat soil don’t you? Yuk!

Ernie:
So what? What we worms really like is leaf litter. That is, juicy decaying leaves which drop from the trees and plants. 

We swallow the soil and digest the leaf-litter, then we excrete the waste into those little worm-casts you see above the ground. They are made of fine, soft, fertile soil.

Biff:
Do you mix up the soils?

Ernie:
That’s right. And I help to get nutrients deep down for the plant roots to use. You could say that I help feed the plants, and then they help me by dropping more tasty leaves for me to eat.

Biff:
I get it! That’s called symbiosis! Yes, you really are useful. In fact you’re really valuable.

Ernie:
I should think so. Has your big brain told you that without plants there could be no animals like me and you? By the way – don’t pick me up again. I find it scary. It’s as though a bird has caught me to eat and it sends shivers all the way down my body!

 (Ernie disappears down his tunnel)

Biff:
Am I dreaming? Or have I just had a talk with an earthworm?
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