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Unit 7: Pythagoras and the world as numbers



Lesson 3: Teacher Resource 1

The Myth of the Cave

[image: image2.wmf]There is a very dark cave.

Inside the cave some prisoners are kept.

Their feet are tied together so they can hardly move.

They have been placed, sitting, so their backs are facing the mouth or entrance of the cave. They have to look at the dark wall at the back of the cave. They can’t turn to look behind them. The prisoners have been like this all their lives so they don’t know there is an outside world.

Near to the cave entrance is a fire. It has always been there. The prisoners’ jailors stand in front of the fire, eating and drinking, playing dice games to pass the time. 

These activities cast flickering shadows onto the back wall of the cave. All the prisoners can see is the flickering shadows. They think that these shadows are all that there are. 

But one day a prisoner manages to wriggle free of his bonds and escape.

He turns around. First he is dazzled by the brightness of the fire. Then he sees the jailors playing their games.

He runs outside. He sees the Sun for the very first time. Wow! He sees blue sky and green grass. A wonderful colourful world.

But then he thinks of the other prisoners.

He goes back inside the cave.

He tells them that the flickering shadows they see are not real at all.

But he can’t convince them…they are used to their shadow world and refuse to believe him.

He is upset. He keeps trying to tell them the truth.

The prisoners get mad.

They point to their shadows and say that they are the only real things.

At last they get so mad at being disturbed that they pick up stones from the ground and hurl them at him and kill him.

So they never do get to know the truth.
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