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Unit 7: Pythagoras and the world as numbers



Lesson 3: Pupil Resource Sheet 1

What makes a pig, a pig?

These are the sorts of questions you would ask at Plato’s Academy:
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“What makes a pig, a pig?”
 “Why do mother pigs have only baby pigs – with snouts and curly tails and pink skin? Why are pigs never born with a mane like a horse, or claws like a cat, or a muzzle like a dog?”

It’s almost as though pigs have been made in a mould.

They are all a bit different, but they are all definitely pigs and nothing else.
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“And what about trees?” 
Oak trees are quite different from birch trees or cherry trees. It’s as if they’ve come from an oak tree mould. They couldn’t be any other sort of tree, even though one may be tall, one short, one straight, one bent.

Plato decided that there must be a pure, perfect ‘Form’ or idea for every object in the world.
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According to Plato, all dogs are copies of the Form of dog; all buttercups are copies of the Form of buttercup – each is different from the others in small ways, but are all recognisable as buttercups, or dogs, and nothing else.    

Plato said that what we SEE or HEAR or FEEL is only a copy of what is really real.

He said – to find out about these perfect Forms you have to think deeply and use your reason. Doing experiments and using your senses only tells you about the copies (and Plato wasn’t interested in them). He said:

TRUST REASON, NOT YOUR SENSES

Plato thought that every person has a soul. Our soul, he said, helps us to think about the Forms and learn about them. And, one day, when a person dies, their soul will go back to the world of Forms – the perfect world.
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