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Unit 7: Pythagoras and the world as numbers



Lesson 1: Pupil Resource Sheet 2

                                        Are numbers real?
A huge meteor has struck the Earth. There have been tidal waves. Hot fire has rained down from the sky. Now two long years of darkness lie ahead.

Just like dinosaurs before, all mammal life has been wiped out – including humans. It all happened so quickly, no-one had a chance to hide …

What a scene! Could happen one day too! Or perhaps not – we’ve got scientists working on preventing this very thing from ever happening again. Early warning devices will let us know if a stray meteor is heading our way, and space size bombs will be able to blow them up or change their direction away from Earth. (We hope!)

But – just imagine that there had been a massive catastrophe, and we’d all died out like the dinosaurs …

Would there still be any such thing as numbers?

Would 1 + 1 = 2 still be true? (even if all the teachers had died out who would normally teach it?)

Would a shape with three sides still be a triangle?

Would 100 – 97 still leave 3 (even if no-one was left to count?)

Would 40 still be half of 80?

Or would maths be meaningless without people around?

In other words, have people INVENTED maths to make our lives easier to manage?

Or have people DISCOVERED maths? Have numbers been there all the time, somehow a part of the universe? Have we found out about them, like we have found out that the Earth goes round the Sun?

Did we INVENT or DISCOVER 3 + 3 = 6?

What do you think? Discuss this in your class or in your groups.
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