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Unit 6: Telescopes and Microscopes


Lesson 2: Pupil Resource Sheet 1a

What is the moon?
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“What is the Moon – really?”
The young Xan called Lannk couldn’t help asking. She was curious.

She was standing under the night sky, gazing up into it with her compound eye, in the company of the Wise One called Bettk.

Like all Xans, Lannk had amazingly good eyesight. She scraped a foot against her shiny thorax thoughtfully.

She continued, “It is so perfectly round. Why is it golden, instead of purple and orange like everything here on the ground?”
The older Xan, Bettk, twitched an antenna in reply. This was a sign of annoyance. It was a while before she vibrated the vocal chords in her leg to bring herself to speak.

“Such questions from a young one! Have I ever trained you to ask questions? No. We look with our eye. That is enough. We feel the beauty of the Moon deep inside us, deep inside here.” Bettk touched her segmented abdomen. “That is the ancient wisdom. Now be quiet. Use your eye. Look, and by looking you know everything.”
Bettk transferred her gaze from young Lannk back to the night sky. Her large eye, made up of many tiny eyes, absorbed the beauty of the night sky.

Lannk knew she should not have asked questions of a Wise One.

“Bettk is right. The moon is so wonderful, it is enough to gaze upon it”, she thought. She settled down next to Bettk, prepared to spend the night star-gazing.

But little outlaw thoughts kept popping, unbidden, into her mind. The world was so full of large and small mysteries.

· Why is the Moon golden?

· What is it made of?

· Why does it change its shape a little every night – but always end up round again?

· How does it stay up there?

· What is the blackness around it?

· Why does looking up at the sky at night make me feel so full of wonder?

Lannk would have to keep these thoughts to herself. If ever she wanted to become a Wise One – and she did – she would have to stop asking questions. They were, after all, forbidden amongst Xans. 
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