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Unit 6: Telescopes and Microscopes


Lesson 1: Pupil Resource 1

Telescopes and Microscopes

Telescopes were invented in Holland in 1608. Hans Lippershey made spectacles for a living. He found that if you put one concave spectacle lens in front of another lens, things look a lot nearer. So the first telescope was made using the power of two lenses working together.
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The news spread. In Italy, the famous astronomer Galileo heard about Lippershey’s new telescope. He made one of his own, and with it he discovered the four moons of the planet Jupiter.

In 1781 an English astronomer Caroline Herschel with her brother William discovered the planet Uranus with their telescope.
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Heather Couper is President of the British Astronomical Society. She was given her first telescope when she was ten years old and has never stopped using them since!
“Telescopes are very useful for astronomers. They can observe the planets and learn much more about them. Nowadays astronomers use giant telescopes to see far distant galaxies in space.”
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An English scientist called Robert Hooke invented microscopes. 

He said that microscopes let us ‘peep in at the windows of nature’. He studied small living things with his microscope. He discovered that plants and animals are made up of tiny cells.

In 1665 he published a book called ‘Micrographia’. It contained very detailed drawings of insects under the microscope. Already he was using the word ‘micro’ to mean very tiny.
Galileo and Robert Hooke believed in God. They thought that microscopes and telescopes were wonderful instruments for finding out about how God had designed the world.
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