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Unit 5: Space and Time


Lesson 3: Pupil Resource 2

Time Alone

WASTING TIME
PASSING TIME

SPENDING TIME
KILLING TIME

TIME WAITS FOR NO ONE
I’VE RUN OUT OF TIME

TIME AND TIME AGAIN
NO TIME LIKE THE PRESENT

IF I ONLY HAD TIME
MAKING GOOD TIME

In which circumstances might you use these phrases? 

Think of examples.

What do all the phrases have in common?

When the Ancient Hebrews exchanged the gods of Order and Chaos for one God, they changed people’s ideas about time.

People started to think:

If God has made the universe in an ordered way, and it all makes sense, then humans can plan for the future. There is a meaning to life because everything plays a part in God’s purpose. This is the same whatever shape the universe turns out to be.

People started to think of time as moving along a line, just like your timeline. Behind you is the past, and in front of you is the future. We call this the LINEAR view of time. Can you see the word ‘line’ in linear?

The present is better than the past, and you can make the future better than the present. The world has a steadily unraveling purpose. In other words you believe in progress!

So belief in one God encouraged people to:

· switch from a circular view of time to a linear view of time;

· think that everything that happens has a reason or purpose;

· think that the universe is full of hidden secrets about how it was designed and how it works.   

This is where science steps in.

Science has a linear view of time.

Science thinks that the universe is full of natural laws which makes things as they are – just waiting for humans to discover them.

So science grew from a belief in One God.

Some scientists today believe in God. They think the universe is too amazing and fits together too well to be the result of chance. 
Other scientists believe there is no God though still feel awe and wonder at the amazing things that can be discovered about the universe and everything in it.
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