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Unit 5: Space and Time


Lesson 2: Pupil Resource Sheet 2

Sun, Moon and Seasons

What do these have in common?


SUN
MOON
SEASONS

They do the same things regularly; they help to tell the time.

When the Ancient Egyptians started to keep records of when the sun rose and set, and when the moon was full, and when the Nile started to flood, they were starting to keep records of TIME PASSING.

They wanted to mark changes in time because it showed them that they lived in a world where ORDER was in control – and also because it would be useful.

Hold up one or more calendars.

Yes, you can mark on here when your birthday is and when the summer holidays start. It helps you to put your own life in order.

More than that, you can know what is going to happen next – you can prepare for expected events.

The Ancient Egyptians had three seasons:

· Flood 

· Subsidence (going down) of Flood 

· Harvest.

If you know when the River Nile is going to flood, you know when to plant your crops.

The Ancient Egyptians were star-gazers. This is what they worked out:

The star Sepdet (which we call Sirius) rises in the sky just before the Sun comes up, but only at the beginning of Flood. Sepdet is a sky-god. He tells us when the Flood season is beginning.

So the farmers along the River Nile all looked into the sky to see Sepdet rise just before the sun. When this happened they knew the Flood season was beginning and they had time to prepare for it.

Because they saw the sun, the moon and the seasons coming round and round in circles or cycles, they thought of Time itself as circular. Everything kept coming round, one day following another, and as long as the gods of Chaos could be fought off, so it would always be …
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