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Unit 5: Space and Time


Lesson 2: Pupil Resource Sheet 1

Ra versus Apep

Why did the Ancient Egyptians work out calendars? Was it so we would all know our birthdays? 

No, it was really something more exciting! It was because they believed two great forces battled over the world and everything in it:

ORDER and CHAOS

Order and Chaos were ruled over by gods. When the world is ordered it is easier to live in and everything makes sense; when the world is chaotic everything is jumbled up, and nothing makes sense. There is always both chaos and order in the world, but chaos has to be fought. Finding patterns in nature and time and then making calendars helps the forces of order to be in control.

Apep, the Snake-god who lived in the underworld beneath the Earth, was a god of Chaos. Ra the Sun-god was the god of Order. Apep the Snake-god was bad news for humans.  Read this myth-story to find out more about order and chaos.

RA BRINGS LIGHT AND DAY

Ra was born from a blue lotus flower floating on the dark waters of Nun. The flower opened its petals and out stepped a beautiful child, Ra. Ra created the world and everything in it.

Ra had a boat. He stepped into the boat and it set off across the sky, carrying Ra shining and bringing light and heat to the world. 

For twelve hours he travelled, from one end of the sky to the other. Then he slipped down into the darkness of the underworld, and the brilliance of his light was gone.

In the underworld Ra had to pass through twelve portals or gates, each with its own test.  

But the worst test lay in the deepest part of the underworld where Apep the hideous Snake-god was lying in wait. 

Every night he attacked Ra. If he could kill him then the Sun would not rise the next day and no light would come. There would be panic and disorder on the earth. 

But as dawn approached the terrible battle ended as Ra cut off the Snake-god’s head. In his boat Ra proudly and majestically began his voyage across the sky.

Apep’s body slithered away, but by the next night his head had grown back again. He was ready for another fight with Ra the Sun-god.
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