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Unit 1: Our world
 
Lesson 4: Gifted and Talented Resource

Flatland Puzzles

How would a square in Flatland see a cube in Spaceland?

Make a device (such as a narrow letter-box shape cut into a piece of cardboard) through which to view the shape in order to simulate the Flatlanders’ viewpoint.

Pull the square slowly down behind the letter box. 

What do you see each time?

Draw it here.

Would you be able ever to work out its real 3D shape if you could only ever look through the letter box?

People in Flatland see in only 2 dimensions.

We in Spaceland see in 3 dimensions.

Could there be a world where people see in 4 or 5 dimensions?

Would we in Spaceland ever be able to visualise the world in the 4th or 5th dimensions?
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