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6c: Animal Rights


Lesson 2 of 4: The Animal Rights Debate
Aim of the lesson 

By the end of the lesson we hope that students will have:

· Considered the relationship of rights and responsibilities 

· What might be meant by the term ‘animal rights’?

· Why do people disagree about how animals should be treated?

· Evaluated the extent to which different types of animals should have rights.

Differentiation / Extension

More able students could  read the background sheet Student Resource Sheet 5: A History of Rights and be ready to explain the different views of animal rights to the rest of the class. 

Assessment

Teacher Assessment: Answers to Student Resource Sheet 3: Human Rights and Responsibilities and Student Resource Sheet 4: Animal and Human Rights.
In preparation for a Philosophy and Ethics examination: “The use of the term ‘animal rights’ is inaccurate and unhelpful in discussions about animal welfare.”  Discuss.

Duration 1 Hour

Timings

Starter 
20 minutes – Completion of Student Resource Sheet 3
Main Activity 
25 minutes – Completion of Student Resource Sheet 4
Plenary 
15 minutes – Discussion of points raised in the main activity.

Intended Age 16 - 18

Previous Knowledge needed by teacher

Teachers should have read Student Resource Sheet 5: A History of Rights
Previous Knowledge needed by students

No background knowledge necessary.

Background Reading

· Student Resource Sheet 5: A History of Rights gives a useful summary of the history of rights.

Resources

· Student Resource Sheet 3: ‘Rights and Responsibilities’.

· Student Resource Sheet 4: Animal and Human Rights.

· Student Resource Sheet 5: A History of Rights.
Introduction / Starter activity

Are rights linked to responsibilities?  Distribute Student Resource Sheet 3: Human Rights.  For each of the rights listed, explain the responsibilities that people have in order to ensure these rights are upheld.  Discuss those cases where people are unable to fulfil responsibilities – those with severe learning difficulties, a person in a persistent vegetative state, infants.  Do they have fewer rights?

Main Activities

Split students into groups, and assign each group an animal, giving each group a copy of Student Resource Sheet 4: Animal and Human Rights. For each right, the group should decide whether it makes sense to assign this right to the animal.  There is space for them to justify their reasoning.  Some animals you may consider using: horse, dog, hen, cow, chimpanzee, elephant, rat, worm, cockroach.
Bring the class back together.  Explain the different senses of animal rights (using Student Resource Sheet 5: A History of Rights for your information), and decide for each animal which sense of ‘animal rights’ might be assigned to that animal – no rights, some moral status or equal consideration.

Plenary

Draw some conclusions about what is meant by ‘animal rights’.  Try to encourage students to think about what questions they should be asking next.  For example, what might we want to know about different animals in order to decide how they should be treated?  How might science contribute to the debate on animal rights? Is it consistent to assign rights to a human in a persistent vegetative state and deny those rights to animals?  Do animals have innate rights, or only those conferred upon them by humans?  How far could we extend these rights – to plants, ecosystems, species?  Is it important to consider religious responses to any of these issues?
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