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6c: Animal Rights


Student Resource Sheet 1: Animal Rights
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Ben: I love animals.  I’ve got several pets and I think of my dog Baggy as a member of the family.  However, as a Roman Catholic I believe God made humans special, ‘in His image’ – sadly Baggy won’t get to heaven because he doesn’t have a soul. I eat meat and wear leather shoes, but I’m concerned about factory farming and I wouldn’t feel comfortable wearing furs.  I think it’s necessary to experiment on animals sometimes to make safer household products and life-saving medicines, but suffering should be kept to a minimum.  I don’t agree with hunting as a sport, but there are times when humans need to make difficult decisions about controlling deer populations, limiting numbers of seals etc.  I think zoos and circuses have abused animals for our entertainment in the past, but many zoos have learnt from their mistakes and now do valuable work in preserving species that are under threat of extinction, by cloning etc as in the Newspapers quite often – latterly it has been eagles.

Humans should use animals responsibly and avoid unnecessary suffering.
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Hannah: Animals are like humans in many ways. We share over 90% of our DNA with other animals, as well as having similar nervous systems which respond physiologically like ours do when the animal is in circumstances in which we would feel pain: an initial rise of blood pressure, dilated pupils, perspiration, an increased pulse rate, and, if the stimulus continues, a fall in blood pressure.  This suggests that animals feel pain, and I would therefore try to avoid animal suffering where possible. There are humane ways of testing most cosmetics without causing animal suffering, and I am careful not to buy cosmetics tested on animals.  However, humans have a more developed cerebral cortex than other animals; this part of the brain is concerned with thinking functions rather than with basic impulses.  Human rationality separates us from other animals.  My Christian faith – I am an Anglican – supports this view.  God said humans should rule over all species of animals.  

There are many conditions and diseases that cause great human suffering, and animal experimentation could allow the quicker development of life-saving treatments, which is why I am studying towards working in an animal laboratory.  I think we often make the mistake of treating animals as though they are people – and this isn’t helped by Disney films where animals talk and display human emotions – which leads some people to refuse to use drugs developed with animal testing etc. Thinking of animals as equals just doesn’t make sense, and you couldn’t have a society where animals had the same rights as humans.  It just couldn’t work.

Humans are rational beings and animals are not.
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