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6c: Animal Rights


Lesson 1 of 4: Ethical and religious thinking for support of the status quo

Aim of the lesson 

By the end of the lesson we hope that students will:

· Be able to analyse and compare two people’s statements about Animal Rights.

· Be able to explain the ethical theories that lie behind these two approaches to Animal Rights.

· Have had an opportunity to consider other possible outcomes and applications of these theories.

Differentiation / Extension

Student Work Sheet 1 [LA] Animal Rights and Student Resource Sheet 2 [LA] Defending the idea of Human Superiority.

Extension: More able students may like to carry our further research into different theories which could be applied to Animal Rights, including positions adopted by different religions (e.g. Hinduism, Buddhism). Alternatively, they may like to carry out a survey of different companies and their policies on Animal Rights (not just cosmetic companies, but also clothing and food chains).

Assessment

Teacher/peer: assessment of Hot Seating activity.

In preparation for a Philosophy and Ethics examination:

Explain how different ethical theories might approach Animal Rights issues.

“Christianity is incompatible with any notion of Animal Rights”.  Discuss.  

Duration 1 Hour

Timings

Starter 
10 minutes – Airing their views and introducing the topic

Main Activity
40 minutes – Answering questions on Ben and Hannah and Hot Seating activity on theories they use.

Plenary
10 minutes – Consideration of alternative ideas to Ben and Hannah’s

Intended Age 16 -18

Previous Knowledge needed by teacher

Teachers should have read Student Resource Sheet 2: ‘Defending the idea of Human Superiority.’

Previous Knowledge needed by students

No background is necessary

Background Reading

· http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/hottopics/animalexperiments/index.shtml - looking at both sides of the animal experimentation debate, with useful links

· http://www.huntingdon.com – the largest research organisation in the UK testing medicines: look particularly at their ‘Ethical Issues’ section

· http://www.counterbalance.net - a useful web site for any ethical issues.
Resources

· Student Work Sheet 1
Animal Rights

· Student Work Sheet 1 [LA]
Animal Rights

· Student Resource Sheet 2
Defending the idea of human superiority.

· Student Resource Sheet 2 [LA]
Defending the idea of human superiority
Introduction / Starter activity

Display the statement (either on an OHT or on the whiteboard) ‘Humans are superior to animals.’ Ask the students to discuss in pairs/small groups whether they agree or disagree with this statement. Share ideas with the class. Then outline what they are going to be considering in the 4 lessons of this topic.

Main Activities

Using Student Work Sheet 1: Animal Rights, introduce Ben and Hannah.   Both are Christians who believe that humans are superior to animals and animals can be used by humans in a variety of ways.  Ask a variety of questions, including:

· How similar are their positions?

· Are they consistent?

· What assumptions do they make?

· How might their views be challenged?

· Do you think either have a typical Christian view on animal welfare issues? 

· Is this the way Christians should think about animals?

· Is Hannah’s approach consistent with a scientific understanding of the issues?

· What questions might you ask to make either Ben or Hannah question the assumptions they have made about the treatment of animals? 

Divide the class into small groups of about 4 or 5. Distribute Student Work Sheet: Defending the idea of Human Superiority. Each group should look at either should look at either Ben or Hannah’s position. One person in each group should be allocated to sit in the Hot Seat (either choose them yourself or ask the group to allocate a student to this role). The task of that student is to read and understand the theory that has been allocated to their group. The task of the rest of the group is to read the theory and then prepare questions to ask the ‘Hot Seat’ about the application of the theory, especially in view of their statement about their position in Student Work Sheet 1: Animal Rights.

These interviews with the Hot Seat can then be played back to the class. Make sure both theories are given adequate coverage.

Plenary

Encourage the class to ask their own questions.  Could the ethical theories be applied differently to result in another way of looking at how animals are treated?  Are there alternative theories that ought to appeal to Ben or Hannah?
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