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6a: Environmental Issues [Long]
Lesson 9: Teacher’s Notes

Science Focus

Depending upon the focus of the environmental audit, pupils could draw upon many of the scientific strands studied. Pupils could also be allocated roles from which to respond to the introductory task thus further developing their understanding of scientific responses to certain issues. There could be some discussion here about the role of science in causing environmental ‘harm’ which people feel it necessary to protest against. Are scientists legitimate targets for protest? Should scientists protest against what they see as the misuse of the discipline? To what extent should scientists ask ethical questions about the practices/research they are involved in? Should scientists refuse to use their abilities in the pursuit of ethically dubious outcomes? Should they support ethically dubious endeavours? What about sources of funding for scientific research – should scientists only take from organisations/individuals with ‘clean’ ethical records or intentions?

Religion Focus

The role of religious belief in protest can be explored. Does religious belief demand action? How far should protest go? Are there some protests which go too far for religious believers? To what extent should religious people engage in the political process?

How far should one’s religious belief spur you into action on behalf of the environment? The religious dimension could also be examined by looking at the global power of faiths. For example, Christianity as a faith is a major landowner/ investor in many areas. How can this be squared with a sense of environmental responsibility? Pupils should be focussing here on the extent to which responses to environmental issues should draw upon beliefs. As such this begins the process of drawing together many strands of the course so far.

Learning & Teaching

This can be individual or group work and can involve personal response as well as response from another’s perspective. The aim here is for pupils now to draw together what they have studied and consider the practical implications of what they have learned for their own actions in the future. The pledge parchments could be displayed in class/school and revisited after a period of time as an audit of how far pupils have matched their pledges.

Review of Section

Some questions to ask:

· What went well?

· What didn’t go well?

· Specific issues arising from this section

· Possible amendments for next use?
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