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6a: Environmental Issues [Long]
Lesson 8: Teacher’s Notes

Science Focus

This returns to a scientific approach, looking at possible scientific fixits for environmental issues. There will be some overlap with earlier sections. Again the possibilities and limitations of science are under scrutiny here. There should now be a better developed sense in pupils’ minds about the overlap between science and beliefs, and how both play their part in responding to environmental issues. More able pupils will now be far more likely to suggest that scientific responses without attitudinal change are unlikely to solve environmental problems alone. The specific topics involve potential interplay between technology subjects as well as physics and maths. Pupils should be encouraged to develop the attitudinal change element as well. This section should further develop the line of argument which examines whether or not science ‘alone’ can save us from environmental problems.

Religion Focus

Pupils should now be able to apply their developing understanding of concepts such as Dominion and Stewardship to responses to environmental issues. Is human ingenuity making humans ‘gods’? Or is human ingenuity a God-given power to be exercised in defence of environmental harm? Although humans are developing ways to shape their environment – are they also developing bases of firm belief upon which to ground and possibly limit the changes they make? How far should/can humans exercise control over nature? What role can beliefs play in exercising this power?

Learning & Teaching

This is essentially a practical exercise. It could be done on paper as thought-experiments, or the plans could actually be built. It largely depends on the expertise, time and enthusiasm available in your school. Again, a number of learning styles can be accommodated. This could be a whole school project, and could involve an element of competition – what about competing with another school studying this area of the SRS Project?

Review of Section

Some questions to ask:

· What went well?

· What didn’t go well?

· Specific issues arising from this section

· Possible amendments for next use?
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