[image: image1.png]


6a: Environmental Issues [Long]
Student Resource Sheet 23: Famous Fixits flops 
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On the fourteenth day of April of nineteen thirty five,�There struck the worst of dust storms that ever filled the sky:�You could see that dust storm coming, the cloud looked deathlike black,�And through our mighty nation, it left a dreadful track...�This storm took place at sundown and lasted through the night,�When we looked out this morning we saw a terrible sight:�We saw outside our windows where wheat fields they had grown�Was now a rippling ocean of dust the wind had blown.�It covered up our fences, it covered up our barns,�It covered up our tractors in this wild and windy storm.�We loaded our jalopies and piled our families in,�We rattled down the highway to never come back again.��— Woody Guthrie (1912-1967)�From "Dust Storm Disaster" http://edsitement.neh.gov/











In 1930s America, the Great Plains were intensively farmed. Rising populations and increased demands for foods at affordable prices happened at the same time as a great economic depression was affecting the country. The Great Plains were farmed beyond its ability to recover. Crops were grown with little concern for the ability of the soil to recover and there was widespread over-grazing by beef cattle. It was thought that simply applying more fertiliser to the soil would keep it viable. However, drought and strong winds led to fast erosion of the land – resulting in the area turning from potential breadbasket to arid plain, not only unfit for farming to provide food for the nation, but also unfit for farming even to provide food for those who lived there. Nature had apparently outwitted mankind’s cleverness…….
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