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6a: Environmental Issues [Long]

Lesson 7: Teacher’s Notes

Science Focus

Clearly most debates between Science and Religion in the West have been between science and Christianity. However, the interplay between Eastern faiths and science is not without its controversy. Indeed, the extent to which Buddhist world-views conflict with or find parallels in science could be an area of study in itself. Buddhist belief and practice could be examined from a psychology angle. The atheism of Buddhism could be compared with the implicit atheism of much scientific endeavour – or is Buddhism just non-monotheistic like science? Pantheism, animism could all be discussed in relation to the Science/Buddhism interface. Buddhism stresses humans as part of nature – is this closer to a scientific view than that of Christian belief?

Religion Focus

A clear religion focus here. Teachers should avoid the tendency to make unfounded comparisons between faiths. There is often a tendency to assume that Eastern faiths are all about the harmonious interaction between humans and nature whereas western faiths are about human dominance over nature. This is simplistic and almost certainly not true. At any rate, it would be rejected by many adherents of the faiths themselves. The focus here could be the difference made to our view of nature where no God is involved. There could be focus too on the consequences of our actions. Is the Buddhist concept of Karmic consequences simply a precursor to the modern philosophical view of getting back what you put in? Is it so different to the Christian principle of ‘what you sow you shall reap’? In one sense, Buddhism could be seen as even more threatening to nature because if all is illusion (maya), then it doesn’t really mater what you do (?)

Learning & Teaching

There’s scope here for more artistic and creative work as well as the more cognitive approaches so far employed. The art/language work should however lead to discussion of the underlying beliefs. Teachers should help pupils to develop an understanding throughout this and the previous section of the relationship between beliefs and action. Timing is flexible and differentiation possibilities are obvious

Review of Section

Some questions to ask:

· What went well?

· What didn’t go well?

· Specific issues arising from this section

· Possible amendments for next use?







Science and Religion in Schools Project – Unit 6a: Environmental Issues

