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6a: Environmental Issues [Long]
Resource from Unit 6a: Resource 22

Buddhism and the Environment

Your group will be given a statement. This statement is either one of the Four Noble Truths of Buddhism or part of the Noble Eightfold Path.

Using the available resources, your group task with this statement is as follows;
1. Decide what the statement means generally. Agree as a group but note any differences of understanding in your group

2. Decide how this statement might link with the Environmental issues/ topics you have studied up to this point.

3. Identify at least one Buddhist scripture which you think might apply to this statement and the Environment.

4. Devise a piece of Buddhist poetry (Koan/ Haiku etc) which relates to your statement and the Environment.

5. Devise a piece of Buddhist artwork which relates to your statement and the Environment.

All of the work you do in your group should be used as the basis of a display board in your classroom covering the 12 statement issued during this section. Once this is complete you should consider these questions;

· What unique teachings are there about the Environment within Buddhism?

· What teachings about the Environment in Buddhism have you already come across in different contexts? (Clue Karmic consequences and Cause and Effect/ Instrumental value of Nature/ Utilitarian approach?)

· In what ways are Buddhist responses to the environment similar to/ different from Christian beliefs?
· Do you think Buddhist teaching about the Environment is likely to help people in their response to Environmental issues?
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