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6a: Environmental Issues [Long]
Lesson 5: Teacher’s Notes

Science Focus

Unfortunately, discussion of environmental issues often focuses on things other than humans. This gives a rather false sense that humans are somehow ‘other than’ the environment. The interconnected state of humans and the natural world is the key to this section. As such, there are two clear scientific strands. 1. Science of the environment is not detached from the environment – the process takes place within a social and economic framework. 2. Scientific progress can mean more than just technological ‘advance’. Simple, sustainable technology using basic principles is often just as useful. The role of science in shaping the world today can be further discussed here. (Through a historical perspective too?) There could also be examination of the role of science as the handmaiden of the powerful – how far is science a servant of the developed world only? Is science merely a tool of economic progress? What use science if human nature limits its use as a tool of the powerful?

Religion Focus

There are clear issues of equality/inequality here. The one-ness of the human race can be an area of discussion here, as well as the extent to which ‘I am my brother’s keeper’. Issues of the distribution of wealth and power are also important as well as the topic area of access to science and technology – to what extent is it universal? Aid/Trade issues should be discussed as well as what counts as quality of life. Should countries rush to industrialise? How will life improve? What might be lost? There could be parallels drawn with British industrial history because during this, there were times when religious beliefs influenced the direction of change – for example, in the issue of the employment of children. Religions are very much involved in developing and underdeveloped world issues with reference to equality of opportunity and the balance of power. This could be discussed in relation to the interlay between science and belief in a changing world.

Learning & Teaching

Each group should take on a particular focus during this section. This is a lesson in empathy. Pupils should imaginatively put themselves into the shoes of people from different nations and try to see things from their perspective. All learning styles can be catered for here. Timing is in the hands of the teacher!

Review of Section

Some questions to ask:

· What went well?

· What didn’t go well?

· Specific issues arising from this section

· Possible amendments for next use?
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