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6a: Environmental Issues [Long]
Lesson 4: Teacher’s Notes

Science Focus

Some of the introductory stages in this section will allow for reflection on the science already covered – for example, the extent to which environmental issues are quite straightforward. Hopefully, the scientific background by now examined will lead to some attitudinal shift. The bypass proposal can be examined from a scientific perspective i.e. the difference between solving environmental issues by the appliance of science as opposed to changes in behaviour. This will now be a common thread throughout the rest of the course. The whole progress vs preservation issue it subject to debate in this section. Is technological progress always to override tradition, history etc? To what extent are the battle-lines clear here? Such real-life scenarios often misrepresent the scientific arguments as clearly opposed to other kinds of value structure suggesting that science values progress regardless of its costs. Again, this should allow for discussion of science as a tool for human use, rather than an empire in itself.

Religion Focus

The introductory task allows pupils to revisit the issues of belief already examined. Some of the rights/responsibilities can be developed as pupils express their viewpoints. Specifically religious positions can be more fully developed here. In the roles associated with the bypass proposal there is clear scope for further development of belief perspectives. Perhaps the building of the bypass could involve the destruction of an ancient Church or the relocation of human remains from an old churchyard to a new location. That would certainly produce discussion about the relationship between ‘progress’ and more fundamental values(?). There’s nothing to stop one of the characters in the role play from coming at the issues from a religious/beliefs perspective and using these beliefs quite emphatically during the expression of their viewpoint. There could be discussion too of the extent to which religious people should become involved in such issues. Are they suitable concerns for religious people?

Learning & Teaching

Some pupils may not relish the role play. They could alternatively take on the post role-play reporting role. They could be ‘covering’ the meeting for the newspaper. There’s also scope for some comparison work. Some pupils could be allocated the task of looking at a real-life parallel situation. They could then write a report about similarities and differences between that and the Merrypickle situation. Again, a variety of learning styles should be possible here, and differentiation would be by the outcome of the work carried out. The timescale for this shold be very flexible. Some classes will rise to the debate, others will probably not. Teachers should use their judgement to determine the point at which the debate balloon has begun to deflate….

Review of Section

Some questions to ask:

· What went well?

· What didn’t go well?

· Specific issues arising from this section

· Possible amendments for next use?
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