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6a: Environmental Issues [Long]

Resource Slide 8: The Merrypickle bypass project

[image: image2..pict]The small village of Merrypickle is passed through every day by hundreds and hundreds of vehicles. Some are happy little family cars, but others are great hulking trucks, loaded with unmentionable industrial raw materials one way and equally unpleasant products the other. Merrypickle is an ancient village with a narrow main street originally designed for the passage of one horse and cart. The village primary school is also on this street, and the village itself is steeped in history – if you could only see it for the fumes. The problem is that Merrypickle’s main street is the only way south to the giant industrial town of Grimeburgh. Everything which takes its murky load south has to judder through Merrypickle first. So, unsurprisingly, the government is planning a bypass to ease the congestion, and speed things along their way to Grimeburgh. The bypass will skirt the edges of Merrypickle returning the village to its Mediaeval calm. The problem is that the only possible route for the bypass goes through, yes – you’ve guessed it, an equally ancient woodland called Dillwither Wood. Now this wood is steeped in folklore and history. It is said that the Dark Ages hero Terence Barelegs hid out from the authorities here with his band of followers – making occasional excursions to the local castle to right wrongs done against the peasants. Now as if that weren’t enough, some of the trees here  might well have been slept under by Terence himself – because they’re certainly old enough. But it’s not just history that’s at stake here. Scientists have recently identified several new species of plant and insect here – species which exist nowhere else. Destroy this woodland and into oblivion they go – maybe with all the others not yet discovered. There’s even a scientist studying one of these rare plants who reckons that it contains chemical substances which might well cure the common cold. To cap it all off, if you were to fly over Dillwither Wood, you’d notice that it is already being crowded out by human habitation – that’s why the bypass can’t go anywhere else – people tend not to like motorways running through their front room.

There’s no way round it. Dillwither Wood or the bypass – it’s one or the other. 
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