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6a: Environmental Issues [Long]
Student Resource Sheet 12: Merrypickle cards

Teacher should cut these cards and distribute accordingly
Environmentalist 1: You think that the Merrypickle bypass is a sad but necessary idea. You realize that the Dillwither Wood is important, but so too is the health, safety and comfort of those people living in the village. A bypass would mean that the traffic could flow more smoothly. The stop-start approach necessary on the village main street means that local air pollution is significant and this is a major contributor to greenhouse gas emissions. In weighing up two bad things you decide that all-in-all its better to sacrifice Dillwither Wood
Environmentalist 2 You think that Dillwither Wood must be saved at any cost. It is unique and can’t be replaced. The bypass is just a cop-out. The industrial road traffic could be replaced with greater use of the railways – or even canal barges. The Main street could be one-way only so as to reduce private car use. It could also be closed off at weekends for example. You don’t see any point in destroying something so beautiful, full of history and possible scientific importance just for another road – that’s  just dealing with the effects of a problem – not the problem itself.
MAB (Merrypicklers against the bypass) Dillwither Wood is still visited by a great many people. It draws tourists to the area who help the local economy. These range from historical groups who re-enact Terence Barelegs’ antics each weekend, to scientists following up their boffin-like research programmes. Also, for locals the Wood is part of their own history. Maggie Churnworthy, the oldest inhabitant at 102 years old, still remembers her childhood adventures in the wood. The MABs don’t deny that the traffic is a problem – but there must be another way to deal with it. Why should they suffer so Grimeburgh can profit?

MOM (Merrypickle off the map) Yes the Wood matters, but so too does the health and safety of the local people. So far, a major accident on the Main Street has been avoided, but for how long? Who will tell the mother of a child injured – or worse – outside the school gates by a ten ton truck that it was all because people wanted to care for trees? The village suffers from the traffic in so many ways. From local air pollution to the crumbling foundations of ancient buildings, shuddering with each passing truck. How long can it go on?

Grimeburgh Industrialist Grimeburgh occupies an important economic role in the area. It way well be engaged in grubby business, but that keeps it viable. It means that state of the art hospitals and public services can be funded by local tax – and don’t think the Merrypicklers don’t benefit from that – many send their children to the growing number of private schools in Grimeburgh. Progress is progress, and you can’t stand in the way of it. Perhaps some of the fancy species the scientists have found could be moved to a new place. Seeds from the ancient trees could be replanted elsewhere – a Dillwither Wood mark 2 could be started somewhere else – we can’t be slaves to the past we have to plan for the future.
There are many other roles which could be taken in this issue. Perhaps some more able pupils could be allocated these and asked to think through the kind of reasoning they would use in their argument. Addditionally, entirely new roles could be thought up by the pupils and their positions worked out for themselves. Looking at real-case scenarios might help with this.

Roles: Parents of schoolchildren; Local shops on the Main Street; Eco-warriors; Environmental organizations; Government representatives; Other Grimeburgh interests; Truck driver’s groups; Car driver’s lobby; History enthusiasts; Scientific interests; Road-builder interests……………….
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