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6a: Environmental Issues [Long]

Lesson 4 of 10: The rights of nature

Aim of the lesson 

Pupils will know

· That environmental issues involve complex controversy from a variety of perspectives 

· That such controversy is often in relation to the conflict between perceived human need and the perceived value of Nature and that these perceptions are rarely clear-cut 

· That environmental issues usually involve vested interests 

· That the bases for environmental decision-making are complex

Pupils will be able to

· Express and justify opinions on a variety of statements related to thinking about the environment.

· Empathise with a variety of viewpoints in relation to the building of a bypass

· Demonstrate the ability to appreciate a range of points of view about one issue

Differentiation / Extension

Some pupils may not relish the role play. They could alternatively take on the post role-play reporting role. They could be ‘covering’ the meeting for the newspaper. There’s also scope for some comparison work. Some pupils could be allocated the task of looking at a real-life parallel situation. They could then write a report about similarities and differences between that and the Merrypickle situation. Again, a variety of learning styles should be possible here, and differentiation would be by the outcome of the work carried out. The timescale for this should be very flexible. Some classes will rise to the debate, others will probably not. Teachers should use their judgement to determine the point at which the debate balloon has begun to deflate. Background research. Pupils can also do their newspaper report on computer – perhaps including local photos taken as mock illustration.

Assessment

There can be basic oral assessment during the introductory and plenary sessions as well as the public meeting scenario. Form a written assessment through the newspaper report.

Duration: Probably a single 1 hour lesson
Timings
Introduction: 10 minutes

Main Activity: 40 minutes


Plenary: 10 minutes
Intended Age: 16 – 19 years
Previous Knowledge needed by teacher: Any real case study about this issue might assist pupils/teachers in developing the issues and thinking about positions for adoption. – see for example http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/press_releases/19960807162612.html This section is essentially a revisit of some of the concepts and issues already alluded to in previous sections. In a spiral mode of learning this allows pupils to concretise the concepts already examined in relation to a specific issue before moving on to look at other areas of study and further dimensions to the topic. It should pick up many of the strands of thinking, both practical and philosophical already explored.
Previous Knowledge needed by students: As above
Background Reading: See Bibliography in the overview
Science Focus: Some of the introductory stages in this section will allow for reflection on the science already covered – for example, the extent to which environmental issues are quite straightforward. Hopefully, the scientific background by now examined will lead to some attitudinal shift. The bypass proposal can be examined from a scientific perspective i.e. the difference between solving environmental issues by the appliance of science as opposed to changes in behaviour. This will now be a common thread throughout the rest of the course. The whole progress vs preservation issue is subject to debate in this section. Is technological progress always to override tradition, history etc? To what extent are the battle-lines clear here? Such real-life scenarios often misrepresent the scientific arguments as clearly opposed to other kinds of value structure, suggesting that science values progress regardless of its costs. Again, this should allow for discussion of science as a tool for human use, rather than an empire in itself.
Religion Focus: The introductory task allows pupils to revisit the issues of belief already examined. Some of the rights/responsibilities can be developed as pupils express their viewpoints. Specifically religious positions can be more fully developed here. In the roles associated with the bypass proposal there is clear scope for further development of belief perspectives. Perhaps the building of the bypass could involve the destruction of an ancient Church or the relocation of human remains from an old churchyard to a new location. That would certainly produce discussion about the relationship between ‘progress’ and more fundamental values(?). There’s nothing to stop one of the characters in the role play from coming at the issues from a religious/beliefs perspective and using these beliefs quite emphatically during the expression of their viewpoint. There could be discussion too of the extent to which religious people should become involved in such issues. Are they suitable concerns for religious people?

Resources: Any similar scenario locally would obviously be a great stimulus to the lesson. However, Environmental organisations often have links to similar controversies on their websites. Such situation are often the subject of magazine articles/ newspaper reports – so a trawl through the archives of online newspapers might help, as might looking at magazines such as “Geographical’ see www.rgs.org  Other Materials are 6a SRS 11: Personal Statements
· 6a SRS 12: Merrypickle Cards.

· 6a Slide 3: Zindookians v Earthlings

· 6a Slide 8: The Merrypickle Bypass project
· 6a Teacher’s Notes 4

· Access to the Internet

Introduction / Starter activity

A series of numbered statements should be placed around the classroom (6a SRS 11: Personal Statements). Pupils should walk around the room and note down the number. Beside the number, they should allocate a mark from 1-10; 1 being I agree very strongly with this to 10 I disagree very strongly with this. THIS SHOULD BE BASED ON THEIR THINKING AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS TOPIC AREA. They should then do the same again, but this time in relation to their thinking now, having worked through the previous 3 sections. There could then be discussion in the classroom about the differences pupils may have found (hopefully!)
Main Activities

The lesson centres around the construction of a bypass. Each pupil is given the case scenario (6a Slide 8: The Merrypickle Bypass project). Groups are then allocated roles according to the role cards which have been cut up and distributed around the room by the teacher (6a SRS 12: Merrypickle Cards). In order to develop the arguments, pupils could be re-issued with 6a Slide 3: Zindookians v Earthlings and told that they can replace the Zindookians with whoever is perceived to be their ‘threat’ in this situation. Each group should be given the same amount of time to consider its position and how best to put its case. The scenario is a public meeting about the construction of a bypass. It should be chaired by the head of the local council. Teachers can decide whether it should be an open meeting or whether individual positions should be allowed to make their own presentations followed by open discussion. Following the ‘meeting’ pupils should be set the task of writing a newspaper report article on what happened at the meeting. This could perhaps be a homework task.
Plenary

The ‘meeting’ could conclude by asking pupils to now imagine that they are local people (i.e. forget the roles they have just assumed!) They should then vote on whether the bypass should go ahead or not. There could be some discussion in class about the arguments used at the meeting.
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