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6a: Environmental Issues [Long]
Lesson 10: Teacher’s Notes

Science Focus

This section draws the course together. In the future history, pupils should be able to draw upon a great deal of what they have learned about science in terms of its practices, assumptions, values etc. The rapid rise of technology can de discussed, as well as the extent to which there cold be a ceiling for scientific development. The pace of scientific change can also be discussed – in particular, where this pace of change may well outstrip the pace of moral reflection. For example, in many areas of bioethics/medical ethics, scientific possibilities are developing so quickly that there is little chance for considered ethical response to be generated in debate. Will the future mean science as a runaway train or will people’s ethical sensibilities put the brakes on?
Religion Focus

In the same way, this section should lead to a final reflection on the place of belief in all this. Do we really live in a post-religious world? Does religion/ do belief systems really have anything of value to say any more? Has science become a religion or belief-system in its own right? Are old certainties crumbling, and are new developments without moral or spiritual foundation? There’s no reason why, in the construction of the future history, pupils should not give some indication of where religion and religious belief may be in 100 years. This could be discussed in class. Will humans become scientific animals, or will there be some kind of spiritual renaissance akin to that which brought science to the fore? To what extent can religion evolve – if it needs to? How far away could we be from its extinction? How will religion change, and will there be a further parting of the ways of science and religion or will there be a coming together?
Learning & Teaching

Pupils can do all the work on this section alone. It should be a reflective activity, but pupils can draw on each other’s views to help them think through their own positions. This could be a section with a long period of reflection…. Could the children/ grandchildren of the pupils studying this be invited into the school (?) in 100 years time to examine the work done by their family members 100 years ago. What might they think of the work? Could an assessment exercise be left for them?!

Review of Section

Some questions to ask:

· What went well?

· What didn’t go well?

· Specific issues arising from this section

· Possible amendments for next use?
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