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6aa: Environmental Issues [Short]

Lesson 4 of 4: What if? Possible consequences of action and in-action

Aim of the lesson 

Pupils will know

· The possible outcomes of environmental action and inaction 

· The relationship between beliefs about the environment and action or inaction

· How the future might “read” the past

Pupils will be able to

· Write an imaginative environmental history of Earth from a future perspective

· Suggest how beliefs about the environment might relate to what actually happens to the planet.
Differentiation / Extension

Pupils can do all the work on this section alone. It should be a reflective activity, but pupils can draw on each other’s views to help them think through their own positions. This could be a section with a long period of reflection…. Could the children/ grandchildren of the pupils studying this be invited into the school (?) in 100 years time to examine the work done by their family members 100 years ago. What might they think of the work? Could an assessment exercise be left for them?!

The future history could be presented as a standard essay or as a cartoon or sin some spoken form recorded. Different contributions can be made to the time capsule idea according to ability. If desired, the basic text written about what might happen could be re-done on a desktop publishing package to look like a “futuristic” document.

Assessment

Informal assessment of introductory presentations. Formal assessment of written future histories.

Duration 1- 1.5 hours
Timings
Introduction: 10  minutes


Main Activity: 45 – 70 minutes


Plenary: 5 – 10 minutes

Intended Age: 16 – 19 years
Previous Knowledge needed by teacher

Some knowledge on the part of the teacher about changes which weren’t expected throughout his/her lifetime might help with the introductory activity.

Previous Knowledge needed by students

This is essentially a summary section which enables pupils to put together many previous elements of the topic area studied. Therefore, little additional information is required beyond what has already been examined.
Background Reading

See Bibliography in overview

Science Focus

This section draws the course together. In the future history, pupils should be able to draw upon a great deal of what they have learned about science in terms of its practices, assumptions, values etc. The rapid rise of technology can de discussed, as well as the extent to which there could be a ceiling for scientific development. The pace of scientific change can also be discussed – in particular, where this pace of change may well outstrip the pace of moral reflection. For example, in many areas of bioethics/medical ethics, scientific possibilities are developing so quickly that there is little chance for considered ethical response to be generated in debate. Will the future mean science as a runaway train or will people’s ethical sensibilities put the brakes on?

Religion Focus

In the same way, this section should lead to a final reflection on the place of belief in all this. Do we really live in a post-religious world? Does religion/ do belief systems really have anything of value to say any more? Has science become a religion or belief-system in its own right? Are old certainties crumbling, and are new developments without moral or spiritual foundation? There’s no reason why, in the construction of the future history, pupils should not give some indication of where religion and religious belief may be in 100 years. This could be discussed in class. Will humans become scientific animals, or will there be some kind of spiritual renaissance akin to that which brought science to the fore? To what extent can religion evolve – if it needs to? How far away could we be from its extinction? How will religion change, and will there be a further parting of the ways of science and religion or will there be a coming together?

Resources

· 6a SRS 31: Course Assessment

· 6a Teacher’s Notes 10
Objects for class talk; Videos of eg Mad Max; Waterworld or The Day after Tomorrow; catalogues. There could be some reference to texts such as 1984 with reference to the re-writing history job the protagonist is employed to do.

Introduction / Starter activity

The class should think about how things which we take for granted today might not have been predicted as likely by those in the past. This could be done as a simple discussion in class, or could be done by each pupil being set the task of bringing an object into class and explaining why someone from the past might not have believed it possible! A pupil would explain why their object would be an object of awe/wonder/surprise to someone from the past. Teachers could provide objects or ideas for pupils to explain. Each pupil should make a short presentation to the class about their object. Examples might be: Mobile phones with photo capture abilities; the Internet; Flat TV screens etc….. It could also be issues such as cloning/ Dolly the sheep/ embryo research etc… An easy way to do this without the objects themselves would be to look through a typical goods catalogue from somewhere like Argos!
Main Activities

The main task of this section is simply to write a future history of the planet, drawing upon what has been studied during this topic. This should combine both scientific prediction with predictions about how beliefs led to one scenario or another. Ideally the class should be randomly divided into two sections. Section 1 should write a future history of the Earth assuming one or more Environmental catastrophes occur. The other section should write a history of Earth assuming some kind of concerted action taken by humans in relation to the issues studied in this topic area. The focus of the topic is to be chosen by pupils themselves. For example, the focus could be on global warming or sea-level rises etc. Movie stimuli could be used to make suggestions – for example, the Mad Max movies depict a future where petrol shortage has created a particular kind of world, as does the premise of the film “Waterworld” where sea-level rises have resulted in a water-borne society. Perhaps a set date ahead in the future could be used (say 100 years) as a time-frame.

Plenary

This section should be completed by pupils talking to the class about the basic outline of their future history and displaying their work in the room. A nice touch at the end of this section would be to encase copies of these future histories, along with any other work on this topic in a time capsule which is placed somewhere in the school and labelled “Not to be opened until 100 years from this date 00/00/00”

A plenary assessment sheet (6a SRS 31: Course Assessment) of the whole topic area should also be issued to pupils, which the writer of these materials would welcome summaries of via the SRSP website!
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