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6a: Environmental Issues [Long]
Student Resource Sheet 26: Environmental Issues to be dealt with by ‘fixits’ 

Global Warming

As the atmosphere heats up, two specific problems are becoming apparent. The first is the melting of the polar ice caps, resulting in potential sea-level rises and even further warming as there’s less snow to reflect sunlight back out into space. Also, Alpine regions seem to be suffering far more from local avalanches. Warmer winters mean that snowfall comes in waves and overlying snow does not necessarily compound to the right degree to avoid slippage of one layer on top of another causing avalanches.

Feed the World

Population increases mean that food production has to be increased. Obviously this has to be achieved in a sustainable way and in a way which ensure the right amount of food is produced without exhausting the land on which it is grown. 

Energy

Fossil fuels on earth are running out, but there’s even more demand for energy. What can be done? How can energy be produced which will be cheap enough and also sustainable for the future – how can we ensure that it’s safe too?

Water Wars

Increased water use for agriculture and industry. Increased pollution of water as the water cycle is imbalanced. Countries upriver damming their rivers for energy or irrigation causing decreased water flows in other countries downriver. Possible sources of local and global conflict. Is there a solution?

Space to live

Human population increases. More land used for housing and other human needs. Other life-forms are being crowded out of their own living-space. How to keep the balance right?
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