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6a: Environmental Issues [Long]
Student Resource Sheet 24: Fabulous Fixits

“God made the Earth, but the Dutch made Holland”

Traditional Dutch saying.

Dutch Polderlands 

The Netherlands is a small, low-lying country. It has a high population density. There is little spare land for agricultural use. It is subject to sea-flooding. In the late 1920s a large inlet of the North Sea was reclaimed. About 200,000Ha of land was reclaimed in the Zuider Zee. A 30km dam was built across the inlet resulting in the creation of a large lake, the Ijsselmere. A large part of this was then drained over the next 40 years. This resulted in the creation of new land.

This was a vast engineering feat. A sea wall was built (a dyke) which kept the sea at bay. The water behind this was pumped out until the land was dry enough to use.
The Dutch polders (lands reclaimed from the sea) are an excellent example of new settlements. The Netherlands is a small country with a high population density and a shortage of land. Over the centuries the Dutch have managed to reclaim a lot of land from the sea. The appliance of science in this country has now been exported to other countries around the world, proving that science really can fixit.
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the Delta Storm Surge Barrier. Photo: 
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