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6a: Environmental Issues [Long]

Resource Slide 2: Classifications of Nation States
Classifications of Nation-States by level of development

NB: These are broad classifications. Beware of stereotypes! Each type of nation-state may buck the trend – for example Cuba could be considered underdeveloped , yet it has higher literacy rates and better healthcare than many developed nations.

Developed Nations

As countries these are generally wealthy and exercise great power on the global stage. Education, healthcare and welfare provision are generally high. Life expectancy is high. Generally people are able to enjoy luxury time and have enough spare finance to enjoy material goods. These economies tend to be based on  industry with high output, including new technologies and services as well as goods. Basic needs are met comfortably. Agriculture tends towards monoculture with intensive farming practices common. These countries often have enlightened views about environmental impact and strict environmental protection laws. There’s disagreement about how far these are enforced. Population growth is stable.

 Developing Nations

These are generally less wealthy and less powerful, though aspiring to both. Education, health and welfare are improving as the economy improves – though there are still some gaps in these kinds of provision. Life expectancy is less than in developed nations though there is often a clear class of people for whom it is very high and others for whom it is very low. Many enjoy a good standard of living but many do not. These societies generally engage in heavier polluting industry and may well put environmental protection behind them in the drive to industrialise further. Agriculture is mixed, though closer to developed nations than to underdeveloped. The drive towards market economies and improving the status of the nation in the global arena often leads to environmental indifference. Population growth tends to be fairly rapid, and with improved material lifestyles this is not offset by mortality rates.


Underdeveloped Nations

These tend to have little wealth and no real global power. Education, health and welfare tend to be poor. Life expectancy is much lower. Much of the commerce in these countries, industrial or agricultural, is controlled by multinational corporations. Many people in these countries live well below the poverty line with very few able to enjoy luxuries. Industry here tends to be relatively unregulated and often highly polluting. Such laws as there are about environmental impact are often ignored or the subject of ‘negotiation through corruption’. Agriculture is often based on cash crops – where crops are grown for export- providing little financial or direct benefit to the growers. Population growth tends to be very high, though there are high mortality rates too
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