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5e: A Jewish Perspective


Student Resource Sheet 1


Judaism in a Nutshell.

Founded by Abraham about 3500 years ago

Began in the Middle East

Believes in one God [Yahweh] (monotheistic) and that humanity is created in God’s image

Believes that Yahweh is all-powerful, all-knowing and everywhere at all times

Believe that the Messiah will be a person (not a god) and will lead world to unity and peace

Believes that the Jewish people were specially chosen by God

The Holy Book is the Hebrew Bible (called the Tenakh)

· Holiest part of Tenakh is the first 5 books,  called the Torah (Known as Written Law)

Lifestyle also based on the Talmud, (Known as Oral Law) completed in 500 CE which contains laws, stories, debates about moral choices

There are 613 commandments in the Torah which regulate all aspects of Jewish life – food, clothing, festivals, Shabbat (Sabbath), moral behaviour

· The best known of the 613 are the Ten Commandments

Worship takes place in the synagogues

Spiritual leaders are called Rabbis

Do not believe Jesus was the Messiah

12 million Jews in the world today, mostly in Israel and the USA

Judaism is best summarised by a story in the Talmud:

A non-Jew once asked Rabbi Hillel to teach him the essence of Torah while standing on one foot.  Rabbi Hillel said: “What is hateful to you, don’t do unto your neighbour.  The rest is commentary.  Now go and study.”
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