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5c: A Hindu Perspective


Lesson 2 of 3: Student Resource Sheet 5

Interview with Mark Bhagwandin (video) [This video clip is on the CD-ROM]
[image: image2..pict]Background questions:

1
What is your name and where are you from?

My name is Mark Bhagwandin and I am from Guyana 

2.
What do you do?  What are your qualifications, as well as previous jobs or areas of research?

I am an Education/Public Relations officer for the National Charity LIFE. I hold an MA in International Journalism and also a post graduate degree in international studies.

Main questions:

1 How would you define what science is?

Science is the quest for knowledge and truth and the collective outcome of this process.  

2 Do you find the study/exploration of science enhanced through your faith or not?  Please give reasons or an explanation for your answer

Growing up I found the mixture of science and the supernatural in Hinduism to be rather intriguing. Studying Hinduism I came to the conclusion that Science and the supernatural did not have to be in conflict with other as so often happens. I found I could reconcile in my mind some of what appeared to be contradictions in the Word of God and the revelations of science. Hinduism in a unique way reconciled the mystery of creation by describing creation as a process of evolution. That evolution was not just human evolution but also the evolution of the entire universe. The scriptures were informing science, revealing the answers to mysteries which science was still struggling with. Indeed it provided a spring board for scientific research and exploration. 

3 Do Hindu scriptures such as the Vedas say anything about science, and how a Hindu man or woman should view it or act towards it?
Hinduism is very scientifically based and it is not opposed to science once scientific activities respect life in all its form. Hindu scriptures subscribe to the theory of evolution of both the human beings and the universe. It subscribes to the view that the world will come to an end one day and a new cycle of creation will begin. The scientific view is that the Sun itself will die some day just as other stars die constantly. The Hindu Trinity has God in 3 aspects - Shiva, The Destroyer who brings the world to dissolution, Brahma the Creator who restarts the creative cycle, and Vishnu the Sustainer who sustains that which has been created. Its description of the creative process is even more scientific as it examines how from a state of relative nothingness God’s creative power produced matter and from matter evolved all forms of life we know today. Hindu Vedic scriptures on creation have been used in considering the theory of relativity. The scriptures outline not only how man should live but how he should interact with his physical environment and all the animals in it.  

4 How would a Hindu scientist decide whether certain types of scientific research (in human embryology for instance) were morally right to take place or not?

A Hindu scientist would see the wilful destruction of life as wrong. Because living things have a spark of God within them (Atma) they are regarded as divine. Embryonic stem cell research which destroys embryos would be wrong on two terms

1. 
That it destroys that which has the atma

2. 
It interferes with and disrupts the journey of the atma which only attains a human body after many births in lower life forms.

If one argues that it is done to save lives then a Hindu would argue that this is the prerogative of God. Also the suffering of human beings, as hard as it may sound, is actually regarded in Hinduism as atonement for past sins in previous lives. It’s the universal law of Karma which says in essence that what you sow that shall you reap if not in this life then in another. Death is not the end.  

5 Are there areas of scientific advancements that Hindus would not agree with – so can science ever be a bad thing?

Hinduism believes Science is a bad thing when it destroys life. That includes the development of nuclear and other sophisticated weapons with the specific purpose of destroying life. Hindus believe in ahimsa or non violence. It was the guiding principle of Mahatma Gandhi. Overcoming the desire to injure or kill and attaining the state of ahimsa is a step up on the ladder of spiritual elevation of the human being where he learns and practices only universal love.

Embryonic stem cell research would also be objectionable for the reasons described above. 
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