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5c: A Hindu Perspective


Lesson 2 of 3: Student Resource Sheet 4
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Vivekananda 

and

Tesla

Swami Vivekananda on Tesla in 1869:

‘...Mr. Tesla was charmed to hear about the Vedantic Prana and Akasha and the Kalpas, which according to him are the only theories modern science can entertain.....Mr.Tesla thinks he can demonstrate that mathematically that force and matter are reducible to potential energy. I am to go see him next week to get this mathematical demonstration.’  

Tesla failed to show the identity of energy and matter.

He remarked in one of his lectures:

"I myself have been told by some of the best scientific minds of the day, how wonderfully rational the conclusions of the Vedanta are. I know of one of them personally, who scarcely has time  to eat his meal, or go out of his laboratory, but who would stand by the hour to attend my lectures on the Vedanta; for, as he expresses it, they are so scientific, they so exactly harmonize with the aspirations of the age and with the conclusions to which modern science is coming at the present time". 

He was probably referring to Nikola Tesla. Swami Vivekananda wanted Tesla to show mathematically that everything is potential energy. He wanted Tesla also to show that Vedic science and modern scientific theories about energy and matter were ‘in harmony’.

Questions

1. Does Tesla’s failure to show that such attempts at finding ‘harmony’ between ancient Hindu ideas and modern scientific ones are not a good idea?

2. Do similar attempts to find harmony between Christian and scientific ideas show that such attempts don’t work?

� Ratzlaff, John, Tesla Said, Tesla Book Company, PO Box  1649, Greenville, TX 75401, 1984.


� First written by Tesla on May 13, 1907, for the "Actors Fair Fund", text transcribed from an A.L.S. in the collections of the Bakken Library of Electricity in Life. The article later appeared in the "New York American", July 6, 1930
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