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Swami Vivekananda 1863-1902

Swami Vivekananda was a modern Hindu leader. He was a Bengali educated in Calcutta, India and a follower of Vedanta, one of the main schools of Hindu philosophy.

In 1882 he met the Hindu mystic Ramakrishna and became his main disciple. When Ramakrishna died Vivekananda became a swami or religious leader with disciples of his own at the Ramakrishna Mission in Calcutta. He believed in the Vedanta principle of pantheism that God is all and all is God. He believed that he should serve others as they were the visible manifestations of God.

Vivekananda travelled abroad and taught that all religions contain ‘the truth’. He toured the USA and Europe for 3 years lecturing, writing and meeting famous people, including scientists such as Tesla. He made a big impression at the Parliament of Religions in Chicago in 1893. Vivekananda was one of many Hindu religious teachers who brought Vedic philosophy and religion to the West.

He met the Hungarian scientist Tesla in 1896 and introduced him to the descriptions of the universe that were taught in ancient Vedic science. After their meeting, Tesla began to use Sanskrit terms such as akasha (matter) and prana (energy) to describe the source, existence and structure of matter and energy.

Tesla became very interested in eastern thought and attended several of Vivekananda’s lectures on Vedanta. Swami Vivekananda hoped that Tesla would be able to show that matter is potential energy because this is what the Vedas taught and it would be wonderful for science to support these teachings.

Vivekananda wanted to make the link between modern scientific theories and the teachings of the Vedanta because it would help to confirm what Vedantic cosmology also taught about the link between matter and energy.
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