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5c: A Hindu Perspective


Lesson 1 of 3: Teacher’s Notes 2

The hymn of creation (Rig Veda 10.129)

One can compare the Purusha Sukta with this hymn which approaches creation in a completely different way. It considers the way things emerge (are ‘born’) out of themselves, evolve and expand without the involvement of a creator. 

It suggests that there was nothing at the start except the ‘self-existent’. There was just dark water and from it heat was born. Water is the primeval material from which everything originates. In fact it makes it very clear that the gods appeared after creation, so who can really know how it arose? It even hints that the ‘One’ (the Divine, “He up there”) who pre-exists may not even know how it all came about. 

Compared to modern science one could argue that it seems rather strange to say that heat was generated from water but it might tie in with the theory of evolution which speaks of early life forms (heat?) coming from the sea or waters. Things emerge in a chain of causation, one thing from another. Everything comes from a timeless state of nothingness.

To sum up, in the Rig Veda, there is no unified cosmogony or idea of a single creator. 
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