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5c: A Hindu Perspective


Lesson 1 of 3: Student Worksheet 1  

Hymn of Creation from the Rig Veda

Watch the slides and answer these questions. Then look back at your answers and summarise what the hymn is saying:

Slide 1
What was there at the start?


What questions are asked?

Slide 2
Had time started yet?


Who is the ‘self-existent’?

Slide 3
What emerges at the start?


What comes from it?

Slide 4
Do we know when or where it started?

What came after creation?

Slide 5
What does “He up there” refer to?


Does even “He” know how it all started?

SUMMARY:

1. To what extent does this early Hindu view of creation agree or disagree with modern scientific views of the origins of the universe and life?

2. Would you expect there to be meaningful comparison between the two accounts? Or are they telling totally different kinds of story which should not really be expected to agree with each other or be compared as if they were similar?

Extra Task: Interviews with Anindita Balslev 
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http://www.counterbalance.org/
Listen to the interview with Anindita Balslev on the Counterbalance web site ‘The Ancient Nature of Beginnings Questions’. 

She says of the Rig Veda and religions in general:

“…the insights that are present in various religions should be treated as a great resource…to help us to understand the religious dimension of these cosmological models.”

What value does Anindita Balslev believe the Rig Veda has for modern scientific understandings of ‘beginnings’? 

Do you agree with this viewpoint? Give your reasons.
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