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5c: A Hindu Perspective


Lesson 1 of 3: Hindu perception of the science and religion debate

Aim of the lesson [Verdana 10 pt bold]

1. Students will understand that there is no unified cosmogony in Hinduism or idea of a single creator (referring to the Purusha Sukta and Hymn of Creation from the Rig Veda)

2. Students will consider what we might mean by natural order

3. Students will know some of the Sanskrit terms from the glossary and what they mean

4. Students will consider what value the Vedic narratives have for modern scientific understandings of ‘beginnings’ (cosmogony)

Differentiation / Extension

By outcome from responses on the student worksheet
Assessment

The work in this unit links to OCR Philosophy of Religion and Ethics 2766 Eastern Religions-Hinduism section on Purusha Sukta (AS).

Duration 1 lesson approx 60 minutes
Timings
Starter: 5 minutes; Main Activity: 45 minutes; Plenary 10 minutes
Intended Age: 16-19
Previous Knowledge needed by teacher: Some background knowledge of Hinduism and an understanding of the notions of time and space as well as the scientific approach based on empirical knowledge of reality. Teachers should read the background notes for the lesson.
Previous Knowledge needed by students: Some basic background knowledge of Hinduism. Basic understanding of notions of time and space as well as the scientific approach based on empirical knowledge of reality. Some knowledge of the theory of evolution. An ability to discuss key issues and to comment on a range of different viewpoints and justify own viewpoints.
Background Reading: Lesson 1 notes 1 and 2
Resources

· PowerPoint: The Hymn of Creation
· Teacher’s Notes 1 and 2

· Student Worksheet 1: Hymn of Creation
· Student Worksheet 2: The Purusha Sukta - Rig Veda 10.90
· Student Worksheet 3: Natural Order
· http://www.stephen-knapp.com/purusha_sukta.htm [Purusha Sukta in detail]

· http://www.swami-krishnananda.org/invoc/in_pur.html for the views of Swami Krishnananda of the Divine Light Society based in Rishikesh on the meaning of the hymn called the Purusha Sukta in the Rig Veda

· http://www.counterbalance.org/ search for the video on Anindita Balslev or the ‘Ancient nature of Beginnings’ questions

Introduction / Starter activity

Explain that the lesson will be an opportunity to examine the earliest Hindu views dating back thousands of years and the key task which is to consider whether the early Hindu view of creation finds any agreement with modern scientific viewpoints on beginnings (cosmogony).
Main Activities

Teacher introduction on Hindu cosmology and investigation of hymns of creation in the Rig Veda and to compare with scientific views about origins (cosmogony). Highlight the fact that there are different versions-the Hymn of Creation and the Purusha Sukta are just 2 of many [See Teacher’s Notes 2]

Powerpoint presentation about the Hymn of Creation from the Rig Veda and go through Student Worksheet 1 answers supplementing with information from ‘Hinduism overview’ where necessary. Watch video clip of Anindita Balslev from Counterbalance web site and prepare answers to discuss as part of plenary activity

Purusha Sukta information sheet and questions for discussion to be used in conjunction with glossary. Use in conjunction with Student Worksheets 2 and 3 

Use the glossary to highlight meanings of key Sanskrit terms used so far.
Plenary

Conclusion: consider the discussion points raised in Extra Activity Worksheet 1 regarding the Balslev interview - what value (if any) do the Rig Vedic narratives have for modern scientific understandings of ‘beginnings’?

Homework activity: next lesson will investigate how the Hindu views of energy and matter may have influenced some scientists, in particular the inventor Tesla (pairs, groups or individual work) to read the Student Resources sheets on Swami Vivekananda and Nikola Tesla in order to know something about their backgrounds in preparation. You could use Student Resource Sheets 1 and 2 from Lesson 2 for this.
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