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4c: Evolution and Creationism.


Lesson 3 of 6: Naturalistic and Theistic Evolution; Creationism.

Aim of the lesson [Verdana 10 pt bold]

· Knowledge and Understanding of evolution and creation 

· Creation and evolution – definitions.  Various reactions of Christians - creationism (literalism), progressive creationism, theistic evolution

· Philosophical issues - is chance opposed to design?  Does evolution dehumanise mankind?  Does it have bad ethical consequences?

· Evolution, creation and Biblical Interpretation

· Ability to empathise with different viewpoints
Differentiation / Extension

Background Sheets:

Student Resource Sheet 1 [LA] -
Background - What is Evolution?

Student Resource Sheet 2 [LA] -
Modern evolutionary theory.

Student Resource Sheet 3 [LA] -
Evolution and Creationism.

Student Resource Sheet 4 [LA] -
Can Evolution and Creation be compatible?

Assessment

Teacher assessment 
Group “hotseat” activity.

Peer assessment
Class decide on the group best able to stand up under questioning.

Duration 1 hour lesson

Timings

Introduction
10 minutes – reminder of homework and brief overview of key issues.

Main Activity
40 minutes – “hotseat” activity and in character role play.

Plenary
10 minutes – class decision about winner. Sharing of most important thing learnt during lesson.

Intended Age Any group over 16

Previous Knowledge needed by teacher

Teachers need to have read the four background papers on evolution and creation (Student Resource Sheets 1-4 see resource list below) really thoroughly so that they have mastered  the content

Previous Knowledge needed by students

A basic biological knowledge of evolutionary theory from GCSE science is assumed on the part of the students.
Background Reading

All of the four background papers as listed below [Student Resource Sheets 1-4]

Resources

· Student Resource Sheet 1 
What is evolution?

· Student Resource Sheet 1[LA]
What is Evolution?

· Student Resource Sheet 2
Modern Evolutionary theory

· Student Resource Sheet 2[LA]
Modern Evolutionary theory

· Student Resource Sheet 3
Evolution and Creationism

· Student Resource Sheet 3[LA]
Evolution and Creationism

· Student Resource Sheet 4
Can Evolution and creation be compatible?
· Student Resource Sheet 4[LA]
Can Evolution and creation be compatible?
Have available for the students any reference books in the school from the science and RE departments that may be useful.

Introduction/Starter activity

Remind students of homework researching different viewpoints on creationism and evolution.  From your reading of Student Resource Sheet 3 - Evolution and Creationism and Student Resource Sheet 4 - Can Evolution and Creation be compatible? Provide them with a brief overview of the issues.

Main Activities

Introduce a “hotseat” activity where each of the three groups has to provide one person to explain the viewpoint of a person who passionately believes their allocated viewpoint.

1. Naturalistic Evolutionism: Evolution explains everything about the way the world is and gets rid of the need for God.

2. Theistic Evolutionism: It is possible to believe in evolution and that God created the world.

3. Creationism: A belief in a God who created the world means you can’t believe in evolution

Before beginning the “hotseat” give each group time to really check out their understanding of the beliefs of their allocated viewpoint and fully brief the person representing their team.  They also need to devise questions to ask the other “hotseat” victims.   It is good if confident extroverts end up being the “hotseat” victims. If you want to introduce an edge of competition the winning team will be the one judged by the other groups to stand up best under questioning in terms of being able to give a clear, committed understandable account of their “beliefs”.

Good questions for people to ask might be

 “Why does your belief matter to you?”

“What do you think of other people who disagree with your belief?”

“What makes you think your belief is true?”

“Is there anything that would make you change your mind and give up your belief?”

“How do you deal with things that go against your belief and don’t fit with it?”
Advice to give the “hotseat” victim is to stay in character and think carefully before beginning about how they would be likely to respond to questions.

The whole class then questions each “hot seat“ victim in turn.  

Then ask the three “hotseat” victims to be people who have met at a party at college and have got chatting in the kitchen over drinks about a TV programme they have seen which mentioned evolution.  Their views start to come out and they get into a discussion.  (You can encourage them to add in the various humorous elements of chatting to new people at parties if you like, get them to think about who might be trying really hard to persuade the others of their beliefs, who might not be bothered etc).  Stop the action at any point you like (“freeze frame”) and get the rest of the group to ask the characters about what they are feeling and thinking about their views, each other and the way the discussion is going.
Plenary

Quick class vote as to the best team.

Each student writes down the most important/striking/significant thing they have learnt so far. Share these an draw out and summarise with the class any learning about the different perspectives that has come out of the lesson.
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