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3c[v]: 20th Century: Women in Science


Student Resource Sheet 6: Diana Ray

Diana Ray. Age 46  MA, Mphil, PGCE

Married, 4 stepchildren, 6 step grand children, and a menagerie including 3 dogs, 42 sheep, 6 cats, ducks, bees and geese.

I live in a very beautiful, rural, part of the country, in the house where I was born. I was brought up with farming, my mother was a farmer and a scientist and had a big influence on me. I was a good all rounder at school (although maths homework always caused hysteria), but it was natural for me to take a science route for A levels as I wanted to be a farmer. I went on to Oxford University and studied Agriculture and Forestry, and then to Cambridge to research into Animal Nutrition. When I graduated I tried farming at home but it became obvious I could not fit in with the family farm. I decided to go to the Third World with my passion for farming and maybe do some good. I did VSO in the Philippines, and then later I had consultancy posts in countries such as Yemen, Indonesia, Nigeria and India.  I was helping people apply new technologies and science to their rural livelihoods - it was about putting science into practice rather than doing research myself. 

As a woman I was given the job of helping women get access to new farming advice instead of just men. It was fabulous work and very enthralling but it took its toll and I got burn out. 

One of the strongest experiences was to travel at midnight out into a rainforest - one of my life time ambitions. Under a bright full moon I saw the forest in all its beauty and felt the awful sinking in my heart from the knowledge this was to be logged soon and most of the habitat would be destroyed. Next day I heard the gibbons singing and wept at the fact their future is going just to satisfy our consumer greed for cheap timber.  I came to a crunch point soon after - in every place I visited around the world, local people were mentioning the changing weather. I went to a big conference on climate change and whether it was happening. Out of 200 of top scientists there were perhaps 10 women. From all science disciplines the evidence was “yes”. I expected the people there to say, “We must find out how to get people to change how they are treating the planet”; instead they said, “We need money to do more research to prove climate change is happening.” How bonkers! That is like arranging the deck chairs on the Titanic as the ship goes down. Us in the rich West and USA are mainly responsible. I decided I needed to do something in my own back yard.

So here I am, I sold part of the farm and am currently the catalyst and pioneer of a sustainable lifestyle project called The Living Green Centre. An old house has been retrofitted with features for a healthy home environment, and energy and water saving technologies. The project brings together everyday applications of science with social sciences. My assumption is that people learn more by seeing things for real than reading about them or watching TV. The goal is to inspire ordinary, mainstream people, to do their bit to take care of the planet. We all know climate change is
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