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3c[v]: 20th Century: Women in Science


Student Resource Sheet 2: Questions

Questions on Women and Science

Walk round the room to read all the quotations and choose the two that most appeal to you as good quotes to inspire scientists and return to your group.  In your group share which quotations you thought were most inspiring and appropriate for a scientist and why.  Try and create two sentences that summarise the key ideas from the quotes you liked. 

Read the descriptions of the life of the woman scientist you have been given from the list below:

Gail Preston (Plant pathologist)

Hanna Jones (Geneticist)

Diana Ray (agriculture/environmental biologist)

Professor Dame Louise Johnson (biophysicist)

For your scientist highlight or underline key words that relate to:

· Important career development events

· What it is like for them being a woman and a scientist

· Their beliefs and values

· Favourite quotes

Consider the following questions

1. Do you have anything in common with your scientist in terms of her beliefs and values and attitude to work?

2. What kind of things affected your scientist’s career and life choices?

3. What challenges face women in science nowadays and what can help them?  Is it different for men?  Why?  Do women bring a distinctive approach?

4. These scientists have come to different conclusions about whether science and religious belief are compatible.  What are your views?

5. Should scientists be accountable for what they do?

6. Do you agree with Gail Preston that training for scientists should include ethics, politics and communication skills and that scientists need empathy?  If so, what would this training be like and what would be the impact on sixth form learning?  If not, what training apart from their scientific knowledge and skills do you think scientists need?

7. If Diana Ray is your scientist, do you agree with her five basic principles for scientists? Improve on these or change them to write your own moral and ethical code of conduct for how scientists ought to behave.

8. Describe to each other your own beliefs about how science and religion relate to each other.  Who have been the people that have influenced you in coming to these beliefs?  

9. If you could meet your scientist, what would you like to ask her if you could?
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