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3c[v]: 20th Century: Women in Science


Student Resource Sheet 1: Dame Louise Johnson

Professor Dame Louise N. Johnson, FRS, DBE

DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH:
26.9.40 at Worcester, England.

EDUCATION AND ACADEMIC CAREER:

1952-1959
Wimbledon High School, London

1959-1962
University College, London (1962) Graduated with B.Sc. (Hons.) Physics

1962-1966
The Royal Institution, London (1965) Ph.D., University of London.



Thesis entitled "The Structure of N-acetyl-glucosamine and its relation to Lysozyme".



Supervisor: David C. Phillips (later Lord Phillips of Ellesmere).

1966-1967
Department of Biophysics, Yale University.  

1967-1973
Departmental Demonstrator in the Zoology Department, University of Oxford and Janet Vaughan Lecturer in Biophysics at Somerville College, Oxford.

1973-1990
University Lecturer in Molecular Biophysics, University of Oxford.

1973-1990
Additional Fellow and Janet Vaughan Lecturer, Somerville College, Oxford


1990-

David Phillips Professor in Molecular Biophysics, University of Oxford.

1990-

Professorial Fellow, Corpus Christi College, Oxford.

1990-

Honorary Fellow, Somerville College Oxford

2003

Science Director, Life Sciences, Diamond Light Source, Chilton, Oxon.

I was educated at Wimbledon High School (1952-1959). In those days a proportion of the pupils were state funded and the remainder were fee paying. We had a particularly memorable Headmistress whose advice to her pupils was "get your qualifications and do a job of work".  Thus from an early time there was the recognition of one's responsibility to society to try to repay and enhance what you had been given.  Teachers achieve immortality through their pupils.  I recall our magnificent mathematics teacher, our english teacher who made us memorise poems, and our philosophy teacher who taught us to think for ourselves. I recently returned to the School for a Prize giving (an invitation that followed from the award of the DBE in the New Year's Honours 2003).  I was struck how self-assured and accomplished the current pupils are - much more so than in my day.

I went on to read physics at University College London (1959-1962), partly on the advice of my Headmistress and with the encouragement of my parents.  It was a little daunting at first. I was one of four girls among a class of 40 students.  The boys had much more experience of practical physics than I did but I had been well taught in mathematics and that carried me through the first year.  I took the theoretical physics option in the final year.  Those who did the practical options took a course in workshop skills.  I have always regretted that I did not do this.  Instead I had to teach myself.  I have great respect for those who can make things and we need to give higher recognition to those with technical skills.

The decision to go on to graduate work was slightly complicated by the knowledge that research in physics at University College  London involved the very large (space exploration) or the very small (elementary particle physics).
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