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3c[iv]: 20th Century: Human Genome


Student Resource Sheet 3: Role Play

Human Genome Role Play

Characters: Sam, Emma, Person providing life insurance/ mortgage cover.

Sam and Emma are deeply in love, well suited to each other and very committed.  They both look great and are very fit and healthy, funny, intelligent and attractive people.  They feel they are “meant to be together” and “made for each other.” They are a young couple starting out on a life together and they want to buy a home  and think about starting a family.  The life insurance/ mortgage cover person wants to make arrangements with people who are not likely to run into problems and ill health.  He might either set a very high payment rate or restricted cover or refuse to lend to people who are likely to be a big risk for his company.

Sam’s dad had Parkinson’s disease and has been ill with this distressing condition for many years. He is still alive.  He has to take pills. He shakes and cannot control his limbs in the way he wants to.  Sam would hate this to happen to him.  Sam thinks God may exist but he is not sure why God allows people to suffer.  Emma’s mum had breast cancer which was spotted too late and she developed secondary tumours and died young leaving Emma without a mum at a young age.  This distressed Emma a lot.  Emma’s experience as a young person made her feel that God cares about people when things are bad as she felt that God cared for her and her mum even through the worst bits of the illness.  Sam and Emma have had tests to identify whether they have the relevant genes that indicate a likelihood they could suffer from the same conditions as their parents.

Scene One

Sam and Emma have just had the results of their tests and found that they do both have the genes they most feared.

Role-play their reaction to this news.  As you act how you think they might respond remember to think about how this might alter their feelings for one another, their hopes about the future, how they feel about having children and starting a home together.  Think about whether they feel better or worse for knowing the information.  How would they feel about possibly having to care for the other person through a distressing illness?  How would this affect how they feel about God?

Scene Two

Sam and Emma have decided to go ahead with buying a house together.  They need to set up a mortgage and life insurance.  As they start to fill in the form the person from the company asks them to declare on the form any medical conditions they know about. There is a clause in the contract that makes it clear that in the event of not declaring known information about a genetic predisposition to a particular illness, the insurance company will not pay out in the event of a subsequent claim. It is also clear to the couple that the premium they will pay increases substantially with known and declared risk, even though the genetic predisposition does not mean that it is certain or even likely that they will end up with the particular illness. 

Role-play what happens next.
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