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3c[i]: 20th Century: Fundamentalism


Student Resource Sheet 2: Extension activity

Extract from speech by David Bell 

 “As my Annual Report published next month will show there has been a significant growth in the number of independent faith schools.  There are now around 300 such schools including over 50 Jewish schools, around 100 Muslim schools and over 100 Evangelical Christian Schools.

To an extent this mirrors the growth in certain sectors of the population and increasing confidence in pursuing traditional beliefs and way of life in a multi-cultural Britain.  I believe that it is right that parents should be able to choose how their children are educated and should be able to pay to do so. That is the mark of free and open society. Yet, on the other hand, faith should not be blind. I worry that many young people are being educated in faith-based schools, with little appreciation of their wider responsibilities and obligations to British society. As my Annual Report will say about Muslim schools:

……..many schools must adapt their curriculum to ensure that it provides pupils with a broad general knowledge of public institutions and services in England and helps them to acquire an appreciation of and respect for other cultures in a way that promotes tolerance and harmony.

Many of these new faith schools are being opened by a younger generation of British Muslims who recognise that traditional Islamic education does not entirely fit pupils for their lives as Muslims in modern Britain.  The Association of Muslim Schools is reviewing its role in order to support schools more effectively.  I would urge them to continue with this vital work.

This growth in faith schools needs to be carefully but sensitively monitored by government to ensure that pupils at all schools, receive an understanding of not only their own faith but of other faiths and the wider tenets of British society. We must not allow our recognition of diversity to become apathy in the face of any challenge to our coherence as a nation. 

I would go further and say that an awareness of our common heritage as British citizens, equal under the law, should enable us to assert with confidence that we are intolerant of intolerance, illiberalism and attitudes and values that demean the place of certain sections of our community, be they women or people living in non-traditional relationships. 

Pupils should know the positives of a diverse community, and its importance in a world where too many communities are fractured.  Citizenship education can be a positive force for good in this regard – promoting acceptance of different faiths and cultures as well as alternative lifestyles.  Pupils can learn when to draw lines: how to say no to racial and religious intolerance; how to stand up to injustice; how to bring about change in policies that are unacceptable.  

These are tricky issues, even for adults. But national identity stands as an example of a topic that provides lively content for citizenship teachers. And I know from talking to teenagers in a number of schools that it is an issue that interests them, not least because they are helping to shape the ‘new Britain’ by how they live, what they think and who they have as their friends.”

Comments from National Society 
(Organisation for Church of England schools nationally)

Read the above extract carefully.  Your task as a group is to make a clear statement to advise the government about the following:

 “What should be the role of citizenship education, religious education and science education within faith schools in this country?”

Some of the issues are quite emotive and complex so a good way to structure your discussion and avoid getting stuck is to use Edward de Bono’s thinking hats.  

· Use the White hat (information) and go round the group and share what you think the key bits of information are that are relevant to this issue.

· Use the Red hat (feelings) and go round the group and share your emotional response to the issue- what are your fears, hopes, gut reactions.

· Use the Green hat (creativity) and share lots of ideas about what could be done.  (Don’t dismiss any ideas at this stage just share them all and write them up on a flip chart).

· Use the Yellow hat (benefits) and look at each idea and say what the benefits of it would be.

· Use the Black hat (caution) and say what the problems with each idea would be.
Finally agree a statement in response to the question above.
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