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3c[i]: 20th Century: Fundamentalism


Lesson plan

Aim of the lesson 

· Understanding of the original fundamentalist ideas and how this related to modern Christianity

· Understanding of the wider use of the term “fundamentalist” and the exploration of the implications of different types of religious fundamentalism for wider society

· Understanding of the use of the term “fundamentalist” to apply to certain ways of viewing science.

· Able to identify, understand, explore and challenge different types of fundamentalism.

Differentiation / Extension

Extension activity one is a class based activity (see Student Resource Sheet 2: Extension Activity).  Extension activities two and three are essay based.

1. Fundamentalism and Education: Edward de Bono Six Thinking Hats activity on fundamentalist ideas in schools and the impact on society. Students interact in groups to work through the thinking hats of information, feelings, caution, benefits, and creative solutions to thinking about fundamentalist groups in our society and the problems and benefits and possible ground rules for schools run by these groups.  (Utilising David Bell Chief HMIs speech and his criticisms of faith schools in relation to citizenship and the  Background Information sheet)

2. Essay:  “Richard Dawkins can be considered to be a fundamentalist.  Discuss”

3. Essay “What are the key differences and similarities between evangelical Christians and fundamentalist Christians?  How might their differing view points lead them to relate to scientific ideas?”   

Assessment

Circulate during the discussion and listen to the quality of argument and the way they are working as a group to understand the key ideas.  Provide verbal feedback on the quality of their team work and listening skills and ability to think themselves inside the set of beliefs being explored.
Duration 1 hour (Extension materials develop this further.  Two essays can be set as homework and are quite stretching.  The fundamentalism and education activity is class based and should take half an hour)

Timings

Starter and introduction: 15 minutes 

Setting up diamond 9 activity: 5 minutes

Diamond 9 activity: 25 minutes

Plenary: 15 minutes

Intended Age 16 -18

Previous Knowledge needed by teacher

Teacher should have read and understood the background reading (Teacher Support Materials) on Fundamentalism in science and religion.  This is a controversial topic likely to raise strong emotions particularly in some localities and the teacher will need to have thought through carefully what is appropriate for the particular school context.  The material has focussed on Christian fundamentalism but the teacher may wish to take the discussion wider to include Islamic fundamentalism.     
Previous Knowledge needed by students None

Background Reading

Ward K (2004) What the Bible really teaches, a challenge for Fundamentalists SPCK

A very readable introduction and challenge to Christian fundamentalism.

Hill C (2002) In God’s Time: the Bible and the future m B Eerdmans Publishing Co.

Pages 14-21 contain an interesting distinction between a pair of paradigms relating to the Bible based on deductive and inductive reasoning.

McGrath A (2005) Dawkins’ God, genes, memes and the meaning of life Blackwell publishing

A useful introduction and challenge to Richard Dawkins’ passionately held atheism.

Richard Dawkins is a prolific writer and his books are very readable and there will be some in most school libraries.  The Selfish Gene and the Blind Watchmaker are two good starting points.  He is a good speaker and worth taking students to hear.
Resources

· Teacher Support Materials
Historical Context
· Student Resource Sheet 1
Statements of belief

· Student Worksheet 1
Statements of belief

· Student Resource Sheet 2
Extension activity

Introduction / Starter activity

Starter activity: Quick word association as a whole class on what comes to mind when you say the word “fundamentalist”.  

Explain briefly its origins referring to a particular group of Christians and later use referring to other religious groups and to certain kinds of scientists.  The background reading paper gives a helpful clear summary.  You may want to give the students a copy.

Main Activities

Use the worksheet, Student Work Sheet and Student Resource Sheet 1 to set up a diamond ranking exercise.   Put students into groups of 2 to 6 who will work well together and include each other.  The aim is to provoke a discussion about what beliefs a fundamentalist Christian would adhere to.  Encourage students to discuss each of the nine statements carefully to decide what view a fundamentalist Christian would have on it.  Stress that the students are not giving their own personal response to the statements.  They should stick to the rigour of the diamond 9 shape as it forces them to prioritise between different statements and decide which are more and less important.

The second part of the activity asks them to repeat the exercise but from the view point of a fundamentalist scientist.  

Plenary

Draw out key issues from the discussions that student have had.  “What would be the implications of adhering to fundamentalists beliefs in the original sense of the word and in the wider sense of the word?”  “What are the key similarities between fundamentalist Christians and fundamentalist scientists?”  Refer back to the learning objectives.  You can repeat the word association brainstorming activity that you did at the start to see whether the first word that comes to mind is still the same.
�This needs a guidance sheet and a fact sheet lifting bits from Reg’s background paper and the bits from David Bell’s speech
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