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3a: The late 18th and early19th centuries


Student Resource 2[LA]: The static world view

Science and religion agreed on one thing at the beginning of the 18th century: the world was static. […] An immutable God had created once and for all a universe that was as unchangeable as its Creator. […]

All beings were points on a line - and the points (or beings) were ordered according to the hierarchy of creation. Animals were "higher" than vegetables, which in turn were "higher" than minerals. Also society - nobles were "higher" than the bourgeoisie, clergy were "higher" than laity, men were "higher" than women, and all humans were "higher" than brute animals. […]

Species existed as they were created, unless, of course, God had wiped them out in the Flood. […] Science and Nature became vehicles to confirm the unchanging truth of Scripture; Reason was guided and dominated by Revelation.

The law-like regularity of Isaac Newton's Nature confirmed its creation by a Law-giving God: the watch must have a Watch Maker. Newton, and his 18th century followers, insisted on the clear distinction between the Creator and the created. God was the only active, self-moving, self-willing, self-sufficient, and eternal being. Matter, by contrast, was passive, inert, determined by God's will, dependent upon His nature, and finite. Matter in motion is due to God's acting on matter so that it conforms to His will.
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