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2c: Media portrayal of S&R


Lesson 3 of 4: Government directives

Aim of the lesson 

To introduce the students to:

· The kinds of stories which the media cover in science and religion

· The ways in which science/religion are portrayed as polarised and representing completely opposite modes of knowledge/experience

· Ways in which the media might explore science/religion questions further, drawing upon genuinely academic and representative religious viewpoints.

Differentiation / Extension

None required.

Assessment

Teacher/peer: Groups feed back to the class 

Duration 1 Hour

Timings

Introduction
5 minutes - referring back to issues covered in the previous lessons.

Main activity
45 minutes – Scenario in groups of different news reporters.

Plenary 
10 minutes – Concluding reflections on the issues surrounding media coverage of Science and Religion.

Intended Age 16-19

Previous Knowledge needed by teacher: The teacher should have a good grasp of the information in the overview for this unit. They could also refer to the information in 4c_1: Background 1:‘What is Evolution?’, Background 2:‘Modern Evolution Theory.’, Background 3: ‘Evolution and Creationism’ and Background 4: ‘Can Evolution and creation be compatible?’ (Lower Ability sheets available if time is short)

Previous Knowledge needed by students

Knowledge from the previous three lessons, and especially upon the controversy generated by the position taken at Emmanuel College Gateshead over the teaching of evolution. 

Background Reading

As in ‘Previous knowledge needed by teacher’

‘When Science meets Religion’ Ian Barbour (SPCK)

‘Belief in God in an age of Science’ John Polkinghorne (Yale University Press 1998)

‘Science and Christian Belief’ John Polkinghorne (SPCK 1994)

Resources

None needed.

Introduction / Starter activity

Refer back to the previous three lessons that have looked closely at examples of media reporting of a science and religion case, and have sought to equip students with the skills to evaluate the coverage of the issues. This final lesson in the unit seeks to summarise and clarify the various observations they have made during the previous lessons.

Main Activities

Imagine the following case: A government minister has called for all religious ideas about the origins of the universe to be banned from teaching in state schools. The minister has said that such ideas breed superstition, lack intellectual credibility and contradict material properly covered in the science curriculum. The minister, known to be personally hostile toward religion and the teaching of RE in schools, has provoked a furious reaction from church leaders, many fellow MPs and from many groups of parents, who branded his proposal “intolerable censorship”.

Split the class into 3 small groups; each group are journalists who need to plan how to report the story:

· Group 1 are journalists on The Sun. They need to convey the story to people in the language which would be accessible to the average 13 year old. How will they present a complex series of ideas to their audience in a summarising way which remains true to the issues?

· Group 2 are journalists on The Daily Telegraph. They need to convey the story to people in the language and detail suitable to an A level student. How will they present the story? Whom will they commission to write on it? What will their editorial comment be?

· Group 3 are journalists with BBC News, and need to prepare coverage for the main evening news programme. How will they present the story? Whom will they interview?
Feed back ideas to the class.
Plenary

Summarise the difficulties the groups have encountered in trying to do their work as journalists. The issues in science and religion are complex and not easy to spell out fairly – we should beware of bias in the media with regard to these issues, but equally be sympathetic to journalists in their difficult work of trying to do justice to these matters.
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