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2c: Media portrayal of S&R


Lesson 2 of 4: Investigating Bias

Aim of the lesson 

To introduce students to:

· The kinds of stories which the media cover in science and religion

· The ways in which science and religion are portrayed as polarised and representing completely opposite modes of knowledge/experience

· Ways in which the media might explore science and religion questions further, drawing upon genuinely academic and representative religious viewpoints.

Differentiation / Extension

By outcome and response to the newspaper articles
Assessment

Teacher and Peer; feedback from investigation into media reports.

Duration 1 Hour

Timings

Introduction
10 minutes – Class answers to question ‘What makes a good newspaper article?’ and brief re-cap of last lesson.

Main Activity
40 minutes - Investigation into media articles.

Plenary
10 minutes – discussion of examples of/reasons for bias in media reports.

Intended Age 16-19

Previous Knowledge needed by teacher 

The teacher should have a good grasp of the information in the overview for this unit. They could also refer to the information in 4c_1: Background 1:‘What is Evolution?’, Background 2:‘Modern Evolution Theory.’, Background 3: ‘Evolution and Creationism’ and Background 4: ‘Can Evolution and creation be compatible?’ (Lower Ability sheets available if time is short)

Previous Knowledge needed by students

Information gained from their study of the two newspaper articles, Student Resource 1 and 2, in the previous lesson.

Background Reading

As in ‘Previous knowledge needed by teacher’

‘When Science meets Religion’ Ian Barbour (SPCK)

‘Belief in God in an age of Science’ John Polkinghorne (Yale University Press 1998)

‘Science and Christian Belief’ John Polkinghorne (SPCK 1994)

Resources

· Student Resource 4
Investigation Sheet

· Student Resource 5
Newspaper Articles 3 and 4

· Student Resource 6
Newspaper Article 5 

· Student Resource 7a
Newspaper Article 6

· Student Resource 7b
Newspaper Article 7

· Student Resource 7c
Newspaper Article 8

Introduction / Starter activity

Ask for quick ideas in answer to the question ‘What makes a good newspaper article?’ Then re-cap main points emerging from the last lesson on the articles about Emmanuel College Gateshead and the Kansas school board.

Main Activities

Whole-class discussion of the investigation sheet (Student Resource 4: Investigation Sheet) and how to look for worldview bias and a subtext of assumptions in media reports. The teacher may wish to refer to examples further than science/religion debate in order to illustrate the point (ie, the ways in which local newspapers may report a local football team’s performance more favourably than a national newspaper). 

Split the class into three smaller groups; each group to have 2 media reports to study and grade using the investigation sheet (sheets 2, 3 or 4) (note for teacher: this lesson does not presume that there is bias in media reports. The conclusion that the reports are fair would be as successful an outcome as the conclusion that reports are biased. What matters here is that students look carefully at media reports and make these judgements for themselves).

10 minutes whole-class feedback at the end of the lesson, identifying the most hostile report toward religious views and the most fair.

Plenary

Discussion of reasons for, and examples of, bias in media reports. Conclude with the thought that it is good always to approach media reporting, especially of contentious issues, with a degree of scepticism. Homework: research news websites for examples of a) biased reporting b) articles on science and religion. 
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